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REUBEN’S REFLECTIONS
Happy New Year to you! Well as we start the reason of
Advent we begin a new church year with our focus on
the gospel of St Luke for the Sundays of the year
ahead. Luke is the gospel writer who was most
interested in the humanity of Jesus in his encounter
with outsiders. The term ‘outsiders’ is one which many
of us feel acutely at different times in our lives whether
through our own exploits or being rejected by family,
friends, works places, institutions or organizations. Being part of the
people of God is a strong focus for Luke in his writing as he looks at
how Jesus meets with men and women often on the edge of the holy
groups and on the edges of society. Luke challenges us in the words
and actions of Christ to consider how we respond to those who are on
the edges of our ordinary mainstream life. Many of you will be aware
of the Commemoration of World AIDS Day on the 1st Dec and it is a
fitting time to recall those men, women and children who are often
marginalised because of their HIV status, something which in British
Law people are protected from discrimination in the work place but
sadly not in some parts of wider society. Fr Stephen is helping to lead
the World AIDS Day commemorations in Portsmouth this year so do
talk to him about his work in touching many who find themselves at the
edges of our care systems. As you read these words are you
wondering about how you cope with people at the edges? I certainly
am and I am reminded of the many people who have deeply humbled
and embarrassed me as they have come and knocked on the vicarage
doors over the years of my ministry when I have encountered
something of a ‘St Luke moment’ as I call them, in finding in the
humanity of another person something of the divine grace given to
each one of us in creation. Reflecting upon how we treat others
Advent is a time of preparation - much as Lent is - so to help you enjoy
and celebrate Christmas wholeheartedly think about what you might do
in the penitential season – give something up for Advent, say a prayer
for someone in particular need, attend church every Sunday with a
personal intention….. If you value the opportunity we are given in
Advent to reflect on the Coming of Christ and his transformation of our
lives you
will enjoy the pure simplicity of Christmas more. May God richly
bless you this Adventide so may excel in the beauty of Christmastide.
Fr Reuben
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St. Matthews Readers’ Page
Inclusive Church Conference _ Word on the Street 2009
It sounded a good idea several months ago, when I agreed to go to Inclusive Church’s
conference at Swanwick Derbyshire. The nearer the date, the more I began to wonder and
worry a little, what would the folk be like there? And what about the facilities—would I have to
use a torch to find the loo in the middle of the night miles down the corridor?
Guess What!! The facilities were really good and the folk were ordinary just like you and me!!
What’s more there was a bookshop set up for the conference—what else could I ask for??
Folk were there from afar a field as Newcastle, Wales, us and lots seem to come from London
and the surrounding areas.
After tea we were all welcomed to the conference with ‘The Lord be with you’ what a
beginning!! Then the usual reception held in the bar!! Once supper was over it was Wham!!
Bang!! Wham!! I have been to other conferences and weekends away, and never
experienced anything like it. You expect one or two of the conference speakers to be good,
but one after another were really good. But boy did it make the brain cells ache!!
The first speaker was Richard Burridge, the Dean of King’s College London. ‘Racism,
Sexuality—an Inclusive Reading’. In his speech he argues that to be truly Biblical is to be
properly inclusive as we follow Jesus in a inclusive community. The Bible is too important to
be held exclusively by just the church—it is for ALL!! He talked a lot about communication, or
the lack of it—how we assume what everybody is thinking. The use of the Bible is often very
selective. The example of how both sides in the slavery debate followed the same Biblical
verses—just depended who you are in the story. Both sides felt they were victims citing the
same texts from the Bible—it wasn’t until they finally talked they began to realise!! All sides
and all voices must be heard– he cited how discussions about women bishops had taken
place without women being present!! Richard Burridge maintains that following Jesus means
following both his word and his deed and examples of being inclusive and accepting of
everyone—it felt like we had about 10 lectures all rolled into one—but what a start to the
conference!
The next day with my mind still reeling and mulling over Richard Burridge’s talk we were in for
another treat. Andrew Mein—Old Testament Tutor at Westcott House Cambridge—’Inclusion
in the Old Testament’ he talked about the problems of Inclusion in the Old Testament/Hebrew
Bible. The Old Testament and you immediately think about the Patriarchs and that gets
prickly!! He talked about Ruth coming in from the Margins how women today in Costa Rica
had found how Ruth and Naomi provided their strategy for being included and not on the
edge. Jonathan and Tobiah the Ammonite were also part of his talk.
Paula Gooder, a freelance writer and lecturer in Biblical Studies, also a Reader talked about
Paul and Inclusion—Wishful thinking and Radical Visionary? For Paul the resurrection was
the world-changing event- a chunk of end time in the present. We have to remember Paul
was in the 1st century—Jews could not really convert and no-no for Jewish women but for
Paul Christianity was for all—a space for everyone. Once we are the body of Christ— you
cannot leave—we are bound like it or not!! Like others she emphasised how important it was
to not selective read—if we read one chapter in Corinthians we needed to read it in the light
of another—that struck home with me and good to hear it!!
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Optional workshops were held on the Tuesday afternoon—I chose ’Ubunfu’ we can be human
only together’ Lesley Bilinda who led this session had been a manager of a community health
programme in Rwanda in the 1990’s, she married Charles, a Rwandan Pastor whilst there. In
1994 just before the genocide broke out she was away on leave, and never saw Charles
again, as with many family members and friends was murdered. She spoke of how she had
come to be able to forgive, and is now involved with the Tutu Foundation in UK since its
launch in 2007. She spoke of the work of the Foundation and how we can use the principles
of Ubuntu—’we can be human only together’ in our own work for inclusion and peace.......
The final day Peter Selby—retired Bishop living on the Isle of Wight gave his own assessment
of the way in which the debates about sexuality and the Covenant were being conducted,
giving his own reflections on what has happened to the part played by Rowan Williams. He
argued Dr. Williams needs to get back to using his gifts of wisdom about sexuality. Peter
Selby argued what is at stake is our faith that God’s truth will be discovered. We should learn
which of the faltering steps we all take in living holy lives with our bodies and our passions will
form part of the choreography of promise—the one that will prepare us for the marriage
supper of the Lamb. There, all our human loving will be transformed and celebrated.
Towards that we look; and nothing less will do.

Debates about inclusion and welcome continue across the Anglican Communion. Those who
are working to break down the barriers to inclusion are often accused of not paying enough
respect to the Bible—the source document of our faith. But the Bible, bearing witness as it
does to the love of God in Christ Jesus, is the root and inspiration for all we do and work for.
We all need to come afresh to the scriptures, discovering new depths and new
encouragement for an understanding of the Gospel, which seems at times threatened. Even
if it was Wham!! Bang!! Wham!!
Corinne Pattinson
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Advent and Christmas reflection in the light of the approaches by the Vatican
to the Church of England
And she gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in
the inn. Luke 2.7
Many of us will have seen some or all of the
recent television series presented by
Diarmaid MacCulloch - A History of
Christianity. MacCulloch is an eminent
academic and his book published to
coincide with the series is the weighty tome
entirely worthy of an Oxford don. The BBC
obviously gave Professor MacCulloch a
handsome budget with which to make the
programmes; and the resulting series of
programmes have been very watchable indeed.
However, watching the series it has at times been difficult to comprehend that the
impetus for Christianity to begin, was the birth of a baby in a stable in Bethlehem;
whose first hours and days were spent in an animal’s feeding trough. Much of the
history of Christianity is that of a rich and powerful institution – t
he Church – whose influence has spread far and wide. Some othe good of those
coming into contact with it – but that sadly has not been the whole picture of the
Church’s activity in the world – there is much for the institutional Church to be
ashamed of over the past 2000 years. Such contrasts of course are the meat and
drink of historians; but an honest and factual portrayal of the Church’s high and low
points can also serve to reinforce the Church’s detractors in their views.
Over recent weeks many of you have spoken to me about the recent
announcement by the Pope: with regard to the arrangements he is putting in place
to welcome parishes and individual members of the Church of England who wish to
move to be a part of the Roman Catholic Church.
It seems that the Vatican has managed to offend the majority of those involved: in
both the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church here. There are many
of us who see the absence of any real consultation with those principally affected
by this development as a snub: to the Queen, as the Supreme Governor of the
Church of England; but also of course to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
These rows all seem so at odds with the example of Jesus of Nazareth; whose
birth we celebrate at this time of year. Jesus spoke with honesty and clarity and
challenged the political manoeuvrings of the religious leaders of his day. He was of
course too outspoken and straightforward for them; and they used the Roman
authorities occupying Palestine to have him killed.
In this season of Advent let each one of us pray that all leaders, in both Church
and State, may demonstrate something of the honesty and integrity which
characterises Jesus’ life and teaching.
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Worship and Readings for December
Sunday 29 November - Advent Sunday
830am Holy Communion BCP
10am Parish Eucharist CW Jer 33:14-16, 1 Thess 3:12-4:2, Luke 21:25-28,34-36
Tuesday 1 December – Requiem special intention World AIDS Day
9:15am Holy Communion – Isaiah 11:1-10, Luke 10:21-24
Friday 4 December
5:30pm Evening Prayer
6-6:30pm Personal Confessions in church
Sunday 6 December – Second Sunday in Advent
830am Holy Communion BCP
10am Parish Eucharist CW Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:3-6,8-11, Luke 3:1-6
Tuesday 8 December – Our Lady of Walsingham, Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:15am Holy Communion – Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12, Luke 1:26-28
Friday 11 December
5:30pm Evening Prayer
6-6:30pm Personal Confessions in church
Sunday 13 December – Third Sunday in Advent
830am Holy Communion BCP
10am Parish Eucharist CW Zepheniah 3:14-18, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18
Tuesday 15 December
9:15am Holy Communion – Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13, Matthew
21:28-32
Friday 18 December
5:30pm Evening Prayer
6-6:30pm Personal Confessions in church
Sunday 20 December – Fourth Sunday in Advent
830am Holy Communion BCP
10am Parish Eucharist CW Micah 5:1-4, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-44
6pm Parish Carol Service followed by refreshments
Monday 21 December
10:00 - 11:15am Messy Christmas for children and their parents/carers, prayers, arts and crafts to
help prepare for Christmas
Tuesday 22 December
9:15am Holy Communion – 1 Sam 1:24-28, Luke 1:46-56
10:00 - 11:15am Messy Christmas for children and their parents/carers, prayers, arts and crafts to
help prepare for Christmas
Wednesday 23 December
10:00 - 11:15am Messy Christmas for children and their parents/carers, prayers, arts and crafts to
help prepare for Christmas
7pm Ecumenical Carol Service
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CHRISTMASTIDE WORSHIP READING AND DAYS
Christmas Eve
10:00 - 11:15am Messy Christmas for children and their parents/carers,
prayers, arts and crafts to help prepare for Christmas
4:00pm CRIB SERVICE WITH CAROLS
11:30pm MIDNIGHT MASS
Isaiah 9:1-7, Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Matthew s 1:1-25

Christmas Day
830am Holy Communion BCP
10am Parish Eucharist CW
Isaiah 62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17,22-25, Matthew 1:18-25
11:30am CHRISTMAS DAY AT CHURCH
See page ????????????

Sunday 27 December – The Holy Family
830am Holy Communion BCP - St John Apostle and Evangelist
10am Parish Eucharist CW
1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28, 1 John 3:1-2,21-24, Luke 2:41-52

Tuesday 29 December – St Thomas Becket - feast
9:15am Holy Communion – Colossians 1:24-29, Luke 22:24-30
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The Christmas Night
Wrapped was the world in slumber deep,
By seaward valley and cedarn steep,
And bright and blest were the dreams of its sleep;
All the hours of that wonderful night-tide through
The stars out blossomed in fields of blue,
A heavenly chaplet, to diadem
The King in the manger of Bethlehem.
Out on the hills the shepherds lay,
Wakeful, that never a lamb might stray,
Humble and clean of heart were they;
Thus it was given them to hear
Marvellous harpings strange and clear,
Thus it was given them to see
The heralds of the nativity.
In the dim-lit stable the mother mild
Looked with holy eyes on her child,
Cradled him close to her heart and smiled;
Kingly purple nor crown had he,
Never a trapping of royalty;
But Mary saw that the baby's head
With a slender nimbus was garlanded.
Speechless her joy as she watched him there,
Forgetful of pain and grief and care,
And every thought in her soul was a prayer;
While under the dome of the desert sky
The Kings of the East from afar drew nigh,
And the great white star that was guide to them
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CHRISTMAS AT A GLANCE
Sunday 20 December
6pm Parish Carol Service
Wednesday 23rd December
Ecumenical Carol Service
7.00pm
Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service with carols
11:30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8:30am Holy Communion BCP
10:00am Parish Eucharist
New Years Day
12noon Parish Eucharist followed by
bring and share lunch
Sunday 3rd January 2010
Epiphany Celebrations
8:30am Holy Communion BCP
10:00am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 31st January 2010
CANDLEMASS
8:30am Holy Communion BCP
10:00am Parish Eucharist

Cut this page out to keep
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Christmas at St Matthews 2009
Christmas Day can be a hard time, especially with
loved ones not with us, or the stresses and strains of
relatives, or memories of years gone by.
Let’s make a Christmas Day together – to enjoy
some time with each other, have some fun and enjoy
a nice meal with other people.
Come by yourself or ask a friend/neighbour to join
you who you know would value some company.
We will all sit down at the table together, younger
and less young, it will be the baptismal household of
God celebrating Jesus’ birth.
Simple, dignified, fun, exciting, new – true fellowship
and friendship – come and join the celebration.
Cost: donations requested in the order of
£10 per person
Cheques payable to “St Matthews PCC”
in Gift Aid envelopes if you are able
12

Christmas Dinner
Christmas Day 2009
Are you alone this Christmas and would like to
spend Christmas day with others? This year
St Matthews is having Christmas Day at
Church with Christmas Dinner thrown in.
A great opportunity to celebrate with others
and relax together. Come along by yourself
or bring a friend/partner.
Booking essential.
Cost: donations requested in the order of £10
per person
Cheques payable to “St Matthews PCC” in Gift Aid
envelopes if you are able
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Christmas at St Matthews 2009
10:00am

Parish Christmas Eucharist followed by coffee

11:30am

Entertainment a DVD in church/vicarage

1:00pm

Christmas pre-dinner drinks and nibbles

1:30pm

Christmas Dinner served

2:30pm

Gentle Christmas stroll

3:00pm

Queen’s speech on the TV at the vicarage

3:15pm

Cup of tea by the fire in the vicarage

4:00pm

A film in church DVD

5:30pm

Christmas High tea

6:30pm

Homeward bound

We will be providing transport on the day to make sure you get
home safe and sound so no need to worry about that.
If you have ideas for fun films to watch on DVD on the big
screen in church please tell Fr Reuben or Colin Skinner to add
to the list that we can try and get hold of.
Cost: donations requested in the order of £10 per person
Cheques payable to “St Matthews PCC”
in Gift Aid envelopes if you are able
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Messy
Church
at…Christmas
arts and crafts on a
Christmas theme
for 3yrs to 93yrs
children to come with an adult please
Monday 21 December
Tuesday 22 December
Wednesday 23 December
Thursday 24 December
10am-11.15 each day

Come along and join the fun and celebrations

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
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FESTIVE COFFEE MORNING
SATURDAY
5th December
10.00-12noon

m

s
e
i
p
e
inc

Mull
ed

wine

christmas cake
RAFFLE Tickets on sale
To be drawn after Christmas
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BRIDGEMARY COMMUNITY
SPORTS COLLEGE
AT
ST. MATTHEWS CHURCH
December 16th
6.30pm
CAROLS & READINGS BY CANDLELIGHT
followed by refreshments

COME AND JOIN THE CELEBRATION
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St Matthews Church Wych Lane Gosport

SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER
6.00pm

ALL WELCOME
FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS
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Prayers at Redundancy
‘Redundant’ – the word says it all –
‘useless, unnecessary, without purpose, surplus to requirements.’
Thank you, Heavenly Father, that in the middle of the sadness the anger,
the uncertainty, the pain,
I can talk to you.
Hear me as I cry out in confusion,
help me to think clearly,
and calm my soul.
As life carries on,
may I know your presence with me
each and every day.
And as I look to the future,
help me to look for fresh opportunities, for new directions.
Guide me by your Spirit,
and show me your path,
through Jesus, the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for Those Remaining in the Workplace
Life has changed: colleagues have gone – redundant, out of work.
Suddenly, what seemed so secure is now so very fragile.
It’s hard to know what I feel:
sadness, certainly, guilt, almost, at still having a job to go to,
and fear of the future: who will be next?
how will I cope with the increased pressure of work?
Lord Jesus, in the midst of this uncertainty, help me to keep going:
to work to the best of my ability taking each day at a time,
and taking time each day to walk with you or you are the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for the Current Financial Situation
Lord God,
we live in disturbing days:
Across the world,
prices rise,
debts increase,
banks collapse,
Jobs are taken away,
And fragile security is under threat.
Loving God, meet us in our fear and hear our prayer:
Be a tower of strength amidst the shifting sands,
And a light in the darkness:
Help us receive your gift of peace,
And fix our hearts where true joys are to be found,
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Swine Flu Many of us now know people who have caught Swine Flu. We are still
under direction from the Bishop to share the peace in a non tactile way – using a
smile or a nod or a bow. We are also receiving communion in one kind – bread only
until we are instructed to return to the ordinary Anglican practise of receiving bread
and wine. This has been hard for many of us to get used to, although some people
have said that it has helped them to focus their prayers for the needs of the country
at this time, for our health workers and strategic planners at this potentially difficult
time. One way of sharing the peace which would help us to focus on the needs of
others is the use of sign language as used by many deaf and hard of hearing
people. This would be an opportunity to learn something very simple that reminds
us also of those who cannot participate in worship easily for other reasons. ‘God be
with you’, as the word ‘peace’ is rather more complex to sign. would only be 2 signs
to learn "God be with You". The Sign for "God" is the index finger of the right hand
pointing up to heaven, and the sign for "you" is the same finger pointing at the
person you are talking too easy. Why not give it a go at the next service you attend.

St. Matt’s Cook Book is going to be regular feature in the
newsletter, with the view of producing a ‘cookbook’ in about a
year’s time. If you have any favourite seasonal, family or
everyday recipes you would like share with us please let me
have a copy and I will include them on this page. Editor

My sincere apologies for the missed publication of the
Newsletter in November. I trust this did not cause you too
much disappointment.
The Newsletter will be available on the first Sunday of each
month, if you have any stories, poems, prayers ditties please
let Jenny Randall have your copy either by
e-mail jenniferrandall@sky.com or hard copy which can be left
in my pigeonhole in the church office.
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When you put your giving in the weekly collection do you know
where the money goes? Do you consider the cost of heating and
lighting the church. Maybe you think the funds go to buying
the communion elements, what about all the candles that we use
in the sanctuary and at the prayer table. Then there is the
repair work that needs to be carried out during the year. And
of course all the work that is needed in our community. All
this requires money. Have you ever considered committing a
regular payment to your church? There are 2 ways of doing this
either by giving envelope or by direct payment through a bank
standing order. And of course if you are a regular tax payer
we can claim back 28p from every pound you give from the
Government through the Gift Aid scheme. So for every £5.00 you
give we will receive £6.40.
With 2010 approaching very fast and we start thinking about new
beginning and new year’s resolutions please think about and
pray for

your church and the ways you can really make a

difference in 2010.
If you would like further information about giving on a
committed regular basis have a word with Fr. Reuben or Jenny
Randall who will only be too happy to discuss this with you.
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Things We Want
Messy Church uses ‘stuff’ for making and
crafting. Can we have your used pots yoghurt
and otherwise which are good for putting glue
and paint in?

Blooper of the Month
Ladies do not forget the jumble sale. It is a chance to get rid
Of those things not worth keeping around the house.........bring
your husbands.

THINKING
OUT LOUD!

Thinking out Loud What trips and outings would you like from St Matthews next year? We are starting to get details through of good events
to visit.

Walsingham Bible Week October 25-29 2010
A week of Spiritual Renewal with Bible Study
and teaching about Scriptures at its heart

Would you like to go to the St Albans Festival again this year?
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4th Sunday of Advent – 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16; Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26; Romans 16: 25-end; Luke 1: 26-31
1

2
3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10
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16

17
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19
20

21

22

23
24

25

26
27

Across

Down

3 What was hidden for long ages? (R)
4 All of whom will the Lord give David rest
from? (2S)
6 In the house of who will Jesus reign for ever?
(L)
7 What of the Lord’s will I sing of? (P) (5,4)
10 How was Mary on hearing these words? (L)
(7,8)
11 What the Lord has not dwelt in since the Israelites left Egypt? (2S)
13 Who of David will the Lord strike down? (P)
15 Where was the Lord’s faithfulness established? (P) (2,6)
18 What will come upon Mary? (L) (4,6)
21 Who was the prophet? (2S)
23 Whose throne will be given to Jesus? (L)
24 What did the Lord say he would make of
David’s great? (2S)
25 On whom was strength bestowed? (P)
26 What of yours will be established for ever?
(2S)
27 Whose power will overshadow Mary? (L)
(4,4)

1 Who came to Nathan in the night? (2S) (3,4)
2 Through what has the mystery been made
known? (R) (9,8)
3 Who was told that the “Lord is with you”? (L)
5 What of mine will make the Lord’s faithfulness known? (P)
8 What will his hand be set over? (P) (3,3)
9 In what did the Lord once speak? (P)
12 What was the town in Galilee? (L)
14 When did God send Gabriel? (L) (5,5)
16 Who was in her sixth month? (L)
17 Which people will not oppress David’s people any more? (2S)
18 What of David’s will be exalted through the
Lord’s name? (P)
19 What did Mary say she was of the Lord’s?
(L)
20 What the palace was made of? (2S)
22 How does the Lord’s love stand? (P)

Solution to October Puzzle
Across: 5 Adultery, 6 Pharises, 9 Wavering, 10 Congregation, 14 Certificate, 16 Integrity, 17 Purification, 18 Sit, 19 Evil,
20 Prophets, 24 Angels, 25 Bribes, 26 Painful sores, 27 My feet.
Down: 1 Hypocrites, 2 Upright, 3 My brothers, 4 Kingdom, 7 Son, 8 Little children, 11 Vindicate, 12 Satan, 13 Life, 15
23
Evildoers, 17 Pottery, 18 Soul, 19 Examine, 21 Hearts, 22 Wash, 23 Job.
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Children's Christmas Poems
The children lay in bed this special night
Holding their breath with eyes closed tight
They know the magic won't be right
If they are found awake after midnight
Shhh, at last they hear a sound
Tinkering bells in the background
Do they dare open their eyes
And peep out at the dark skies
Will they only see the snow
Or is Santa parked across the road
They hear a creak, is it the door
Or is it the cat creeping across the floor
No this time they know for sure
It definitely was the bedroom door
Not one child dares to breathe
Or make a sound in bed this eve
They knew it was he creeping across the
floor
Even quieter than the year before
Will he leave me a doll's house
Some toy soldiers and a sugar mouse
There's a lot of rattling, a creak, a groan
Now he's finally leaving our home
We wait in bed for what seems like hours
Until we're sure the house is ours
Then we are all out of bed
Feeling around to see what's been left
Our sacks are full, O what joy
We have been good girls and boys
We feel around and shake each one
To us Christmas day has begun
But suddenly out of the dark
GET BACK TO BED! The grown-ups bark.

Turn your eyes this Christmas
to the Child who was born
He came into the world
only to find sorrow and scorn
Knew we needed a Saviour
to set us free from sin
No other way to redemption
but to open your heart to Him

Once upon a time,
or so our story starts,
a child climbed his Mother's knee,
and implored her from his heart:
"Mummy, why is there a star
Upon our Christmas tree,
And why is it so big and bright,
Please tell all to me."
Each year a mother hears this question,
And then she must review
The story that's been often told,
But still forever new.
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EVENTS DIARY 2010

Saturday 27 February

Quiz Night & Supper 7pm
Saturday 8 May

Beetle Drive & Supper 7pm
Saturday 12 June

Cream Tea 2-4:30pm
26 Founders Way
Saturday 10 July

Fete 1-3pm
Saturday 7 August

Garden Party 1:30-4:30pm
110 Wych Lane
Saturday 4 September

Skittles & Fish & Chip Supper 7pm
Saturday 4 December

Festive Coffee Morning, Raffle
10-12noon
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Worship Dates for 2010
17 February Ash Wednesday 7:30pm Parish Eucharist with litany & Ashing
14 March Mothering Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade of Uniformed Organizations
28 March Palm Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with blessing of Palms & procession
HOLY WEEK begins
29 March Monday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with address
30 March Tuesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church on 7:30pm Holy Communion with address
31 March Wednesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with address
1 April Maundy Thursday 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Mass of the Last Supper,
Feet Washing & Watch-night Vigil with readings until midnight
2 April Good Friday 10-11:15 Messy Church12:00noon
Liturgy of the day followed by silence at the foot of the cross
3 April Holy Saturday 8:30am Morning Prayer church still and silent until midday
12 noon decoration of the church begins
8:00pm Easter Eve Ceremonies & First Mass of Easter followed by Easter Party
4 April EASTER DAY 8:30am Holy Communion 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade & Parish
Easter Photograph

Sunday 19th September (trans from 21) 7:30pm St Matthews Day Celebrations
followed by parish party
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YOUR favourite Christmas recipes
RUM TRUFFLES.
6oz of good quality dark chocolate (80%)
2 egg yolks 3 oz of unsalted butter. 1
tablespoon of dark rum (or more if you are inclined!)
1/2 level teaspoon of mixed spice.
To decorate Cocoa powder. Glace' Cherries (halved) Crystallised ginger Silver
balls (optional) Small paper cases (Morrisons)
Into a pan (bain marie or pan over hot water) place butter, chocolate and allow
to dissolve, mix well. Remove from the pan and beat in the egg yolks , spice
and rum. This will go quite thick. Leave to cool. If you house is warm you might
need to refrigerate overnight. Arrange cocoa on a plate. chopped fruit. Paper
cases. take a 'walnut size" of the mixture with cocoa covered hands and roll into
a ball (very messy this but you do get to lick your fingers AFTER!!!) Roll the
balls into more cocoa powder and place into a paper case, place a piece of
cherry or ginger ontop and a few silver balls if using. Leave to chill. I like to
make little boxes if Im giving some away. If you want them for later Do not decorate until the day required. They keep for a few weeks in the fridge.

00000000000
Quick Canapé's
Makes 12
3 slices of brown bread. crusts removed
Small pack of smoked salmon
Tube of cream cheese
Optional small jar of cod roe (or caviar!)
1 lemon
Olive oil.
Roll bread out really thin and using a cutter cut out 4 rings from each slice of
bread. Brush with olive oil place on a patty tin and bake reg 5 for about 15 to 20
minutes. remove and leave to cool. Into each toasted bread case put a teaspoon of cream cheese a few strips of smoked salmon on top and drizzle over
the cods roe (Lidyls do small jars) and place on a platter and serve with 1/2
slices of lemon. Keep chilled until ready to serve.
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Stained Glass Window Biscuits
Ingredients
For the biscuits
350g/12oz plain flour, plus extra for dusting
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
½ tsp salt
2 tsp ground ginger
100g/3½oz butter
175g/6oz soft brown sugar
1 free-range egg, beaten
4 tbsp golden syrup
packet wrapped fruit-flavoured boiled sweets in different colours
To decorate
tube ready-made white icing (available in the baking sections of most supermarkets) (optional)
narrow ribbon
Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.
2. For the biscuits, mix the flour, bicarbonate of soda, salt and ginger together in a bowl.
3. Rub in the butter until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs, then stir
in the sugar.
4. In another bowl, beat together the egg and golden syrup, then pour this
mixture into the flour mixture and mix to make a smooth dough, kneading
lightly with your hands.
5. Crush the sweets in their wrappers using a rolling pin.
6. Roll the dough out on a floured work surface to about 0.5cm/¼in thick,
then cut into shapes using a selection of Christmas-themed cookie cutters. Transfer the biscuits to baking sheets lined with baking paper.
7. Cut out shapes in the centre of each biscuit, making sure you leave a
good edge all around the biscuit. Completely fill the hole in each biscuit
with crushed boiled sweets.
8. Make a hole at the top of each biscuit using a drinking straw so that you
will be able to thread a ribbon through it later. Bake the biscuits in the
oven for 10-12 minutes, or until golden-brown.
9. Remove the biscuits from the oven. While they're still warm, check that
the holes are still there - if not, push a straw through again. Do not remove
the biscuits from the baking tray until they have cooled because the boiled
sweets need to harden. Once the sweets have hardened, gently lift the
biscuits onto a wire rack with a palette knife to finish cooling.
10. If you like, you can decorate the biscuits with piped white icing. Thread
ribbons through the holes in the biscuits to make loops for hanging from
the tree.
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Townswomen Guild would like to welcome new members, young, middle aged and
retired. They meet every Tuesday evening at the Bridgemary, Rowner and
Woodcot Community Association which is located in the grounds of Bridgemary
Community Sports College in Wych Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport. Throughout the
year they offer a variety of programmes including guest speakers, craft and games
evenings, and plenty of outing to places of interest. The Bridgemary ladies are a
caring loving group who will offer a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join
them. For further information have a chat with Val Lord or telephone Mrs. Kathy
Weller on 01329 220202.

•
•

The Rowner Branch of the Mothers’ Union meet at St. Mary
the Virgin Thursday 1.30pm and Mondays at 7.30pm. The
Mothers’ Union is a world-wide society and its objectives are
•
To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage
and to promote its wider understanding;
•
To encourage parents of bring up their children in the
faith and life of the church;
•
To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians united
in prayer, worship and service;
To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the
protection of children;
To help those who family life has met with adversity.

Please call Mrs Jean Metcalfe for further details on 02392528302

Pat Goater
Val Lord
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COMMUNITY &
COLLEGE NEWS
Hi, my name is Lynette Hobbs and I am the Parent Support Advisor (PSA) for the Bridgemary cluster of
schools. What does this mean? Well it means that I am here to support you as parents and carers.
Being parents can be a tough job and from time to time we all need some help, that’s where I come in.
I can offer advice and support on a range of issues and if I don’t have the answer I will try to find
someone who has. You may find me at school during Parents Evenings or Family Days and other similar
events, or you can phone or text me on 07867 521311 (please leave a message) or e-mail
lynette.hobbs@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk.
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Why not join Linvoy and his friends for this
special Christmas celebration
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PAPER SAVER COMPETITION

Bridgemary Community Sports College recently participated in a Paper Saver
competition ran by Gosport Borough Council and Abitibi Bowater. The competition ran
from January to June and over this period the college collected 5.321 tonnes of paper!
The whole college was involved in the success of the competition which resulted in a
FIRST place in both ‘most improved’ and ‘most paper collected’ categories.
The competition will begin again in October and the College will be continuing with
efforts to

REDUCE, RE-USE and RECYCLE

33

The College now have a
dedicated number of “Green
Kids” who have become involved
in our Eco School Action Team.
The ‘Green kids’ are:
Paige Coombes
Saffron Hull
Jamie Smith
Jason Smith
Cameron McKie
Caitlyn Gibson
Lynda Thomas
Portia Chimbunde
Jade Lyons
Jake Williams
Daniel Simpson
Chantelle McDowell

Due to the high demand for local
allotments, Bridgemary Community
Sports College would like to give
families the opportunity to have an
allotment within the College grounds.

All the students have shown a
willingness to take responsibility
for certain recycling duties within
the College
Well done to all of you

Please write to Mrs Lanzon at
Bridgemary Community Sports
College if you are interested in being
part of this project.

We are now well on the way to achieving Eco School Silver Award.
We have now completed a full Environmental Review, which can
be viewed either on the College Website or a copy is available in
the main Reception.
The full Review will now be used to help prepare an Action Plan,
which will detail future plans for saving energy and recycling.

When you have finished reading this
newsletter please recycle it
This page is taken from Bridge the Gap, a College publication sent out to all parents/carers each half term
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEWS

Doctors

Priest-in-Charge & Chaplin to Bridgemary Community Sports College
Father Reuben Preston
01329 829883 Mobile 07971895897
FrReuben@reubenjamespreston.co.uk

Bridgemary Medical Centre 01329 232446
Rowner Health Centre 02392 505280

Dentist

Reader
Corinne Pattinson 07590257930

Ansley-Watson & Shillaker 01329 232910

Youth Minister
Simon Dando 07748075237

Trafalgar Dental Practice 02392 545000

Church Wardens
Pat Goater 01329 234156 Jeal Curtis 01329 511732

Useful Contacts
Bridgemary South Ward

PCC Secretary
Petica Tedbury 02392 513398

Cllr Micheal Geddes (Con)
14 Rowner Close Gosport PO13 0LY
01329 238848
geddesbooks@vodabb.com

Singing Group
Petica Tedbury 02392 513398
Newsletter
Jenny Randall 01329 284350
jenniferrandall@sky.com
J.randall@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk
Parish Rooms
Pat Goater 01329 234156
Friendship Group
Georgie Hayles 01329 232870

PARISH OFFICE
For enquiries regarding
baptisms, marriages,
banns and parish hall
booking, the parish office
is open every Saturday
9.30—10.30am
01329 822487

Local Information
Pre-School Groups in the Area
Haven Children’s Centre Harris Road—June Smith—01329 232095
Badger Pre-School Holbrook Primary School—01329 286011
Woodcot Community Pre-School—01329 522532
Peel Common Nursery—01329 234878

Schools in the Area

Cllr Dennis Wright (Rowner) (Lab)
1 Brookside, Bridgemary
01329 519234
Dennis.wright@hants.gov.uk
Gosport Borough Council
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Registrar (Births, Marriages & Deaths)
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 580629
Environmental Health & Safety
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Police Station
South Cross Street Gosport
02392 584666
Citizens Advice Bureau
Martin Snape House 96 Pavillion Way
Gosport
02392 520112
Bridgemary Library
Brewers Lane Gosport
01329 232940

Bedenham Primary School Headteacher Tracey Potter 01329 280445
Bridgemary Community Sports College Principal Cheryl Heron 01329 319966

Jobcentre Plus
High Street Gosport
02392 308600

Holbrook Primary School Headteacher Anne Parker 01329 286011
Holbrook Junior School Headteacher
Peel Common Infant School Headteacher Annie Woolland 01329 234878
Peel Common Primary School Headteacher Carole Bishop 01329 281206
Woodcot School Headteacher June Kershaw

Places of Worship
St Matthews Wych Lane (CofE) 01329 822487 www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
St Columbia's Church (Catholic) 02392 580119

Whatever your question about public
services in Hampshire contact the
free helpline

0800 028 0888
E-mail: info.centres@hants.gov.uk

Bridgemary Methodist Church
Jacobs Well Pentecostal Church Leyton Road

WWW.hants.gov.uk/gov
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St Matthew’s Church
supporting all the people of this parish in prayer
We offer the following services to help in life’s celebrations and difficulties:

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a child
Baptism/Christening - infants, children and adults
Confirmation - young people and adults
Wedding Celebrations
Blessing after a Registry office ceremony
Prayers at a Civil Partnership
House Blessings
Blessing of a new home/family
Prayers at the time of setting up a new household
Prayers before a journey
Anointing the Sick – young & elderly
Anointing and prayers for healing
Prayers with the dying, sitting with the dying
Funerals - Requiems
Services of Commemoration
Renewal of wedding/partnership vows
Reconciliation - Personal Confession
Daily public prayer and support through prayer groups and bible study groups – please see the weekly newssheet or talk to us to find out what is happening currently.
Please contact us if you would like to discuss any of these aspects of prayer and thanksgiving.

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
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