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Reuben’s Reflections
Having hit the floor running after the excitement and the launch into Christmas it is
time to reflect on what are the priorities within the parish. With an array of New
Year’s resolutions broken – not that I ever believed I would go running everyday
again – there is always the call for a bout of realism called for. You will be reading
this as we celebrate the Feast of Candlemass together when Simeon who had
spent his life praying in the temple for the coming of the Messiah sees his life’s
dreams come true. It must have been an absolute delight for that old man to see his
prayers answered, and what a delight that his song of praise ring through the pages
of scripture to us in Luke 2:29-32 now part of Evensong as the Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

And so at the end of our Christmas and Epiphanytide celebrations we are reminded
that the call of Christ to us is to be faithful in prayer. A theme which has become
clear to me as I have prayed with the young and the older around the parish – a
thirst for the key task of the people of God: to be in touch with God through prayer.
From the shortest ‘arrow prayers’ “Lord, help me I do not know what to do” through
to the longer conversational prayer we might have with God. Our task is always to
be close to God and we do that not with all the resolutions on earth but by being
focussed on the business of being a people of prayer: alone, in groups, in Church,
using technology, words and silence. We live in the presence of God and the Holy
Spirit is our companion in the world, being Christ’s presence with us in our daily
lives.
O Lord Jesus Christ,
You have given the people of St Matthew’s parish so many blessings, may our
hearts overflow with thanks for all that is good. May we grow together in depth of
faith and numbers of worshippers week by week. In our tough times may we turn to
you to find strength and in our good times may we give you thanks and praise.
May our eyes be set on the values of your kingdom where justice and peace
conquer all evil. May we offer you ourselves, warts, frailty and all, that day by day
and week by week, we may learn more of your will for each one of us, that when our
lives come to an end we may know that we have been your faithful servants on
earth. Amen.
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Prayers at Redundancy
‘Redundant’ – the word says it all –
‘useless, unnecessary, without purpose, surplus to requirements.’
Thank you, Heavenly Father, that in the middle of the sadness the anger,
the uncertainty, the pain,
I can talk to you.
Hear me as I cry out in confusion,
help me to think clearly,
and calm my soul.
As life carries on,
may I know your presence with me
each and every day.
And as I look to the future,
help me to look for fresh opportunities, for new directions.
Guide me by your Spirit,
and show me your path,
through Jesus, the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for Those Remaining in the Workplace
Life has changed: colleagues have gone – redundant, out of work.
Suddenly, what seemed so secure is now so very fragile.
It’s hard to know what I feel:
sadness, certainly, guilt, almost, at still having a job to go to,
and fear of the future: who will be next?
how will I cope with the increased pressure of work?
Lord Jesus, in the midst of this uncertainty, help me to keep going:
to work to the best of my ability taking each day at a time,
and taking time each day to walk with you or you are the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for the Current Financial Situation
Lord God,
we live in disturbing days:
Across the world,
prices rise,
debts increase,
banks collapse,
Jobs are taken away,
And fragile security is under threat.
Loving God, meet us in our fear and hear our prayer:
Be a tower of strength amidst the shifting sands,
And a light in the darkness:
Help us receive your gift of peace,
And fix our hearts where true joys are to be found,
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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A Prayer for Peace in Gaza
Lord God of compassion,
whose will is for peace built on righteousness,
we pray for peace in Gaza:
for an end to hostilities,
for comfort and help for all who suffer,
and for reconciliation between Palestinian and Israeli,
through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

A Prayer for the Democratic Republic of Congo
O God,
loving parent of all,
comfort your children
displaced, wounded or orphaned
by conflict in Congo;
and give the people of that country
courage to seek enduring peace with
justice and freedom,
that their children might grow up
without fear;
for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Adapted by Canon Ian Tarrant from a prayer in the 1998 Congo
Swahili Prayer Book, written after the 1996-97 war
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Worship and Readings for the Month of February
Sunday 1 February – Candlemass
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.30am Holy Communion BCP Rom 13:1ff Matthew 8:23ff
10am Parish Eucharist CW
Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2:22-40
Tuesday 3 February
9:15am Holy Communion – Monthly Requiem
Hebrews 12:1-4, Mark 5:21-43
Sunday 8 February Fifth week of Ordinary time
8.30am Holy Communion BCP SEPTUAGESIMA
1 Cor 9:24ff, Matthew 20:1ff
10am Parish Eucharist CW
Job 7:1-4,6-7, 1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23, Mark 1:29-39
Tuesday 10 February
9:15am Holy Communion – Our Lady of Walsingham
Genesis 1:20-2:4, Mark 7:1-13
Sunday 15 February Sixth week of Ordinary time
8.30am Holy Communion BCP SEXAGESIMA
2 Cor 11:19ff, Luke 8:4ff
10am Parish Eucharist CW
Leviticus 13:1-2,45-46, 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1, Mark 1:40-45
Tuesday 17 February
9:15am Holy Communion – feria Genesis 6:5-8,7:1-5,10, Mark 8:14-21
Sunday 22 February Seventh week of Ordinary time
8.30am Holy Communion BCP QUINQUAGESIMA
1 Cor 13:1ff, Luke 18:31ff
10am
Parish Worship - MORNING PRAYER
Isaiah 43:18-19,21-22,24-25, 2 Corinthians 1:18-22, Mark 2:1-12
Tuesday 24 Feb
9:15am Holy Communion – feria Ecclesiasticus 2:1-13, Mark 9:30-37
WEDNESDAY 25 Feb ASH WEDNESDAY
7:30pm Ash Wednesday & Ashing Ceremonies
Joel 2:12-18, 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2, Matthew 6:1-6,16-18
Friday 27 February
6pm-6:45pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (Personal Confession)
7pm
Stations of the Cross
7

Candlemas
Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days after the birth of
her son Jesus. This day also marks the ritual presentation of the baby Jesus to God
in the Temple at Jerusalem.
The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. Simeon held the
baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World.
Ritual purification stems back to a Jewish tradition that women were considered
unclean after the birth of a child. For 40 days for a boy, and 60 days for a girl, women
weren't allowed to worship in the temple. At the end of this time, women were
brought to the Temple or Synagogue to be purified. After the ceremony women were
allowed to take part in religious services again.
The festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all the Church's
candles for the year were blessed.
On Candlemas night, many people place lighted candles in their windows at home.
Like some other Christian festivals, Candlemas draws some of its elements from
Paganism.
In pre-Christian times, it was the festival of light. This ancient festival marked the mid
point of winter, half way between the winter solstice (shortest day) and the spring
equinox.
Some people lit candles to scare away evil spirits on the dark winter nights.
People believed that Candlemas predicted the weather for the rest of the winter.
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter won't come again. Traditional
For some people, different superstitions surround this festival. For instance, if a
candle drips on one side when carried in church on Candlemas, this denotes a death
of a family member during the year.
If someone brings snowdrops into the house on Candlemas day it symbolises a
parting or death.
Any Christmas decorations not taken down by Twelfth Night (January 5th) should be
left up until Candlemas Day and then taken down.
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Getting Ready for Lent and Sin
Lent is soon to be upon us and there will be Lent study Groups on
Wednesday 2pm and Thurs 7pm. The final details are being worked out
and we shall be able to let you know more on the Sunday news
leaflets.
As a Lenten devotion there will be Stations of the Cross each week and
we shall be trying out different sets of stations images through sets of
posters – Fr Reuben will be ordering a couple more sets soon – if you
would like to sponsor a set please let him know they will be about £20
per set.
Sin is a word which feels quiet old fashioned and yet it is the word
which describes much of what separates us from God. Some sins are
big and others feel small, but they all play their part in creating a wall
between each of us and God – they are like stumbling blocks on our
pilgrimage path to God. A constant part of our individual and corporate
prayer life is Confession. During Lent Fr Reuben will be in Church to
hear personal confessions, as in Advent leaflets are in the church foyer
to help you prepare if you feel that you want to make a confession
either for the first time or as your usual routine of prayer. Coming to
make your confession in church to a priest (which is completely
confidential in case you wondered – nothing is ever spoken about to
anyone ever) is to hear the words of forgiveness spoken by Christ
himself to you – it is often a major help to people when they cannot let
go of things that have happened in the past or keep happening week in
workout. “Confession is washing the soul” treat yourself to a clean
soul this Lent.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH —2.00pm
‘IN CHRIST THERE ARE MANY MEMBERS YET ONE BODY’
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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The Origin of St. Valentine
The origin of St. Valentine, and how many St. Valentines
there were, remains a mystery. One opinion is that he was
a Roman martyred for refusing to give up his Christian
faith. Other historians hold that St. Valentine was a temple
priest jailed for defiance during the reign of Claudius.
Whoever he was, Valentine really existed because
archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb and an
ancient church dedicated to Saint Valentine. In 496 AD
Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a celebration in
honour of his martyrdom.
The first representation of Saint Valentine appeared in a
The Nuremberg Chronicle, a great illustrated book printed
in 1493. (Additional evidence that Valentine was a real
person: archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb
and an ancient church dedicated to Saint Valentine.)
Alongside a woodcut portrait of him, text states that
Valentinus was a Roman priest martyred during the reign of Claudius the
Goth (Claudius II). Since he was caught marrying Christian couples and
aiding any Christians who were being persecuted under Emperor Claudius in
Rome (when helping them was considered a crime), Valentinus was arrested
and imprisoned. Claudius took a liking to this prisoner -- until Valentinus
made a strategic error: he tried to convert the Emperor -- whereupon this
priest was condemned to death. He was beaten with clubs and stoned; when
that didn't do it, he was beheaded outside the Flaminian Gate [circa 269].
Saints are not supposed to rest in peace; they're expected to keep busy: to
perform miracles, to intercede. Being in jail or dead is no excuse for nonperformance of the supernatural. One legend says, while awaiting his
execution, Valentinus restored the sight of his jailer's blind daughter. Another
legend says, on the eve of his death, he penned a farewell note to the jailer's
daughter, signing it, "From your Valentine."
St. Valentine was a Priest, martyred in 269 at Rome and was buried on the
Flaminian Way. He is the Patron Saint of affianced couples, bee keepers,
engaged couples, epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers,
plague, travellers, young people. He is represented in pictures with birds and
roses.

Prayer for St. Valentine
Dear Saint and glorious martyr;
Teach us to love unselfishly and to find great joy in giving.
Enable all true lovers to bring out the best in each other in God and
in God in each other.
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Reflections on Christmas
As Norman and myself are not feeling well we did not attend all the services over
Christmas. Christmas Day yes! And it was lovely – to put a prayer for another person or
anything on the Christmas tree was a lovely thing to do we thought., also to be invited to
Reuben’s house made us feel wanted and a very good start for us all. May it continue. BH
The crib service was special to me as the young boy put the incense on for the kings, it
made me think about Christmas as a time of giving – divine giving, God giving himself to
the world – very special. Anon
What an ball! How much Cava can you enjoy at the vicarage – well done Fr Reuben for
your hospitality – we love it Anon
It was strange seeing the Kings move up the isle in St Matthew’s. Made me think about
how long the Christmas story is in terms of years and months – finding Christ for ourselves
can take a long time, well that’s what I learned this Christmas, effort is needed in our
Christian life – long live the Church of England Alleluia. Anon
The whole experience of Christmas 2008 here at St. Matthews was one of the most
exciting years for me. The arrival of Reuben and his fresh ideas of services to celebrate
the birth of Jesus was emotional but so joyous. The social events also brought the church
and friends closer together with fun and laughter which made this a Christmas to
remember. God Bless St,.Matthews, Reuben and all that worship and live here. Val Lord
Christmas 2008 was different.. New friends , new food, new future. Life changes, mum died
2 years ago, my brothers marriage broke up and he has new partner, I reached a 'certain
age' a lot to take in. I went on a Christmas meal with five fellow students (a first) We got a
new Vicar lots to look forward to. We met his friends new friendships forged. We had an
away day (nice to get away and have some me time with Christian friends) My brother
announced his wedding plans, suddenly a new extended family. I had a veggie Christmas
with a Christian friend. Life changes but not all change is bad! Sheila Sharpe
Christmas 2008 will stay in my heart always, the wonder all started at the Crib Service
where I took my precious grandson Thomas, for the first time, the wonder in his eyes when
we all the candles were lit…..priceless. Although I had picked simple flower arrangements
this year, I do have great difficulty in ’mirroring’ displays but no not this time all went
smoothly. Time for Midnight Mass, were I met an old colleague I had not seen for several
years. Sharing the peace with her was very special. (Sorry again for messing up the
reading, but it is a very emotional time of year!). Enjoying Reuben’s fabulous hospitality,
and Richard’s piano playing, at Reuben’s birthday party was the most perfect ending/
beginning of a year anyone could have asked for. God Bless St. Matthews, Reuben and all
of us. JR
Christmas was a happy time—celebrating because we have a new priest in charge—lovely
carol service with support from the other churches in the singing group, and a very special
midnight mass, with lots of visitors to both services. 3 great social occasions hosted by
Reuben who with his friends, made us all very welcome—roll on the next party.!
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THE SEWING GROUP WILL BE MEETING EVERY
WEDNESDAY IN THE CHURCH 7.00-9.00PM WHY
NOT POP ALONG AND SEE WHAT THE GROUP ARE
PLANNING FOR THE ORGAN PANELS
Fr. Reuben will be visiting everyone
who is on the Electoral Roll to say
hello and meet people in their own
homes. He looks forward to seeing
and chatting to you all over the next
couple of months.

SOCIAL ACTIVITES—What
social activities would you like
the Social Committee to arrange for you? Please give
your suggestions to Pat

Morning & Evening Prayer Fr. Reuben and
Corinne meet to pray for the parish each day. If
you have particular requests please place them on
the alter by the votive stand and we shall use them
during the week.
New Paschal Candle for Easter
To make our 2009 Paschal Candle,
Fr. Reuben is requesting that you
collect all candle ends from white/
cream candles. This is an ancient
tradition and allows everyone to
contribute something old to be renewed by the blessing of the resurrection of Eastertide. Please bring
your candle stubs or pieces of wax
and place them in the box in the
foyer. More details to follow as the
wax builds up. Ask your neighbours
too because the Paschal Candle
belongs to the parish and it will
give you a way to talk about your
church.

Music in
Church do you
have a favourite
piece of music
you would like to
hear played in
church before or
after the 10
o’clock service,
perhaps something gentle and
reflective to help set the mood.
Or maybe a rousing piece to
send everyone away with a
spring in their step. Please let
Fr. Reuben know, of course he
will require you to supply the
disc!!!
12

David Randall
Val Roper

THINKING
OUT LOUD!

There are times when thinking out loud can be very useful – in business terms
they are often called networking events but really its about just having a place to
air ideas, fantasies and dream dreams. Sometimes these resonate with other
people and new initiatives can flow. In this monthly column I want to do a bit of
Thinking Out Loud with you – to bounce ideas around and ask you what you
think. Take time to ponder and pray and feed back your feelings, thoughts and
hunches to the Churchwardens or to Fr Reuben.
This Month’s thought is “Messy Church”. “Messy Church” is a way of getting
people together in Church to share in craft, making and doing events. Bringing
together the older and the younger with their mums, dads brother and sisters. A
chance to pray and to hear the scriptures as well as have fun, chat, gossip and
share your favourite joke….. “Messy Church” is an initiative that is happening in
several Churches around Portsmouth diocese and I am just wondering what you
think about having a “Messy Church” event here at St Matthew’s? I was thinking
about 10-11am each day during Holy week this year. What do you think? Are
you interested in helping out? Want to pour out glue, or make the tea and
coffee?
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The Signs of Christmas now upon us
So I pick up my trolley and climb on the bus.
For 54 years I have put food on this table
God gives me the strength
So I am able
The best gift which is given to me
Is love and laughter and a glass of sherry!
May the glitter remain at 45 (my home)
And a nice cup of tea for Norman and me.
Jean Miles
(Don’t know how I dare put my names to this!!!!!)

Things we want Our life at St Matthew’s is good. And we need to
look to others as well as ourselves in our Christian living. You all
know how good it has been to enjoy the work of musicians on CD
in church – it just makes worship possible at a new dimension.
Many of you know that sometimes we get the discs in a muddle
and get the wrong tune – which is sometimes funny – and often
well frustrating and embarrassing for the poor person who did
exactly what the piece of paper said – here is an idea: we get an
ipod with remote control so that all the tracks can be in the right
order for our Sunday worship before we begin and then its just
PLAY for the next piece of music no messing with discs…… what
do you think? Would anyone be prepared to get us one for the
Church? Let’s have a chat about it and see if it is a sensible idea.
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News from the PCC
The purchase of tie clip radio microphones was discussed and Fr Reuben and
Colin are going to investigate how much a system would cost for us because
then those who use the loop system will be able to hear even when people walk
away from the microphone or lower their voices.
The notice board at the front of the Church is being taken down and corrected
to have up to date contact details added.
The church website www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk will be updated and
Fr Reuben would welcome ideas for materials to be included to try and make it
a place of prayer on the internet as well as a place for information about St
Matthews.
No definite decision has been reached about a successor as Parish Treasurer
and we need to pray that the right person comes forward to offer their ability in
this important role.
Very importantly the PCC discussed the importance of being open and
transparent in its financial dealings with everyone who comes to St Matthews.
We are all responsible for keeping St Matthew’s afloat financially as well as
with our time and talents and Fr Reuben welcomed this open approach to
Church life and reminded the PCC that there is no dimension of our lives
where God doesn’t have dominion. May we all seek to be faithful servants of
Christ and share our time, gifts, talents and finances for the growth of his

News from Deanery Synod
At Deanery Synod the main bulk of the meeting concerned finances for
the year ahead and how we might as yet be affected as the ‘Credit
Crunch’ hits us all. Although no one knows what might happen at this
strange economic time of instability the Synod expressed its concern
about the Diocesan Budget which had been set for 2009. See
www.portsmouth.anglican.org for more details of the diocese.
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EVENTS DIARY
FEBRUARY
Musical Quiz Night
Saturday 28th February 7.00pm
Raffle Tickets £3.00
MARCH
Bring & Buy Coffee Morning
Saturday 21st March 10.00am
Raffle
APRIL
The Plains Indians of North America
Presented by Sue Dewy
Saturday 25th April 7.00pm
Refreshments Tickets £3.00
MAY
Song & Supper Evening
Saturday 23rd May 7.00pm
Raffle
Tickets £3.00
JUNE
Cream Tea
Saturday 13th June 2.30pm
Raffle
COFFEE MORNINGS—10.00-12.00—CHURCH FOYER
21st February, 25th April, 27th June, 22nd August, 24th October
BRING & BUY CAKE STALL AFTER 10.00 SERVICE
22nd March, 26th April, 24th May, 28th June
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Sisters of Bethany
7 Nelson Road
Southsea Hampshire
PO5 2AR
02392 833498

QUIET DAYS FOR 2009
10.00am-4.00pm

21st February—Canon Geoffrey Curtis
28th March—Revd John Preston
25th April—Canon Jeffery Bell
23rd May—Revd Richard Smith
20th June—Sister Mary Joy SSB
18th July—Canon Richard Eckersley
August—NO QUIET DAY
12th September—Revd Bruce Carpenter
24th October—Sister Joanna Elizabeth SSB
28th November—Revd David Lindsay
12th December—Revd Arthur Dean
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Musical quiz night
Hosted by Gordon Sears

Saturday
28th February
7.00pm
Raffle
Tickets £3.00
(including buffet)
Bring your own tipple

Tickets available from Pat Goater
01329 234156
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Puzzle Page
There are sixteen books of the Bible in the following passage.
Can you find them?
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. A female Zulu, keen to
find them all, was looking so hard that, in fact, she stayed awake for 7 days. For
others it was simple revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of
the books were not capitalised, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of
readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few
moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot, Others may
require judges to helps them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find
one of them and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says
she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See how ell you can
complete. Relax now, for there really are 16 names of books in the Bible in this
story.

If a man was driving a black truck. His lights were not on. The
moon was not out, a lady was crossing the street. How did the man
see her?
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Townswomen Guild would like to welcome new members, young, middle aged and
retired. They meet every Tuesday evening at the Bridgemary, Rowner and
Woodcot Community Association which is located in the grounds of Bridgemary
Community Sports College in Wych Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport. Throughout the
year they offer a variety of programmes including guest speakers, craft and games
evenings, and plenty of outing to places of interest. The Bridgemary ladies are a
caring loving group who will offer a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join
them. For further information have a chat with Val Lord or telephone Mrs. Kathy
Weller on 01329 220202.
Dates for your diary
2009
February 10th

•
•
•

Ruth Warren

‘Mishaps as a Student Teacher’

The Rowner Branch of the Mothers’ Union meet at St. Mary
the Virgin every Thursday 1.30pm and Mondays at 7.30pm.
The Mothers’ Union is a world-wide society and its objectives
are
•
To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage
and to promote its wider understanding;
•
To encourage parents of bring up their children in the
faith and life of the church;
To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship
and service;
To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the
protection of children;
To help those who family life has met with adversity.

FEBRUARY
Thursday 5th—1.30pm

Search the Scriptures—Fish
(with fish lunch)

Monday 15th—7.00pm
7.30pm

Corporate Communion
AGM
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COMMUNITY &
COLLEGE NEWS

Kirsty Hambrook - achieved the
highest mark for English Language
in the cohort, achieving 96% for her
combined mark of coursework and
examinations. She also achieved
an ‘A’ for A Level Film Studies two
years before 'normal' age of entry.
Daniel Gardiner - achieved 100%
for English Literature, combined
mark of coursework and examination.

On a cold Wednesday morning in November, 28 students, 3 members of staff and 1 driver began a
long, but enjoyable journey to the seaside town of Noordvijk, Holland. After taking in much of the
scenery of Northern France and Belgium, we soon arrived at our destination. That night we set out
into town to play ten pin bowling, which Mr Butterworth was particularly good at.
The following day we drove the short distance to Amsterdam whereby we spent a few hours looking
around the Anne Frank museum and learning more about the terrible conditions that the Franks,
and other Jewish families had to endure during the Nazi occupation. Later that day we took it easy
and relaxed on a canal cruise through many of the waterways of Amsterdam, before then spending
a couple of hours looking around the markets and buying gifts.
That night was competition night. The E3 girls took on the L1 girls in a Bridgemarys got talent
competition. Both acts were very good and in the end Mr Winkles and Miss McClarnon could not
decide between them. After the show many students relaxed in their rooms, or visited the games
room. David Hayton challenged Miss McClarnon to a game of pool – if you want to know who won,
I suggest that you speak to David!
Look out for more humanities trips later in the year.
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My name is Debbie Rand and I am the Chair of the committee that is hosting the
first Cancer Research UK Relay for Life GOSPORT in 2009 which is being held at
Bridgemary Community Sports College on May 29/30 2009
Cancer Research UK Relay For Life offers communities a chance to contribute to
the search for new ways of preventing, diagnosing and treating cancer. It is an
opportunity like no other to celebrate the lives of those touched by cancer and
raise money to support the life-saving work of Cancer Research UK.
How does it work? A Team Captain gets together some of his or her friends,
family or colleagues and forms a team. The Team Members collect or raise
money for Cancer Research UK during the weeks and months leading up to the
event. The Relay is a 24 hour overnight celebration at the end of the fundraising
with others from the Gosport community who have been touched by cancer. All
ages of the Gosport community can unite at Relay by forming a team or attending
one of the event’s moving ceremonies. Relay For Life represents the community
of Gosport commitment to playing its part in helping prevent, diagnose and treat
cancer in all its forms.
On Relay Day…Team members bring along their tents and deckchairs and create
their Team Camp alongside the walking track. Team Members take turns walking
around the track, keeping someone on the track at all times, this reflects the fact
that research into cancer is continuous. When not on the track, other Team
Members top up their Team’s fundraising total through ‘on the day’ fundraising
activities or participate in team games and activities organised by members of the
committee or other teams.
Everyone in the Gosport Community is invited to participate in the Relay!
To the Opening Ceremony to celebrate Gosport’s commitment to helping the
search for new answers to cancer.
• To the Survivors’ Lap of Honour – the very special first lap of every Relay.
• To the Candle of Hope Ceremony to remember or celebrate the life of a loved
one touched by cancer.
• To learn about how cancer can be prevented and detected early, as well as
about Cancer Research UK’s cancer information service and its locally-based
scientific work.
•

To simply join in the fun of Relay day and find out more about the occasion and
how to get involved.
At Relay for Life we come together for one day….one night….one reason..

TOGETHER WE WILL BEAT CANCER
How can you support the Cancer Research UK Gosport Relay For Life?
Please contact randdebbie@yahoo.co.uk for further details
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Work has recently got under way with regard to the
College becoming an Eco School. To enable this to
happen, the College has to achieve the Green Flag
Award for environmental conservation. This Award is
broken down into three separate Awards; Bronze,
Silver and Gold.
An Action Team, consisting of both students and staff,
will initially carry out an environmental survey within
the College to ascertain specific areas of concern. Two
of these areas will then to be selected with various
ideas becoming reality.
Keep your eyes on this space for further information/
progress.

WE DID IT
The College is extremely proud
to announce that it achieved EcoSchool Bronze Award status in
July 2007.

The College now have a
dedicated number of “Green
Kids” who have become involved
in our Eco School Action Team.
The ‘Green kids’ are:
Paige Coombes
Saffron Hull
Jamie Smith
Jason Smith
Cameron McKie
Caitlyn Gibson
Lynda Thomas
Portia Chimbunde
Jade Lyons
Jake Williams
Daniel Simpson
Chantelle McDowell
All the students have shown a
willingness to take responsibility
for certain recycling duties within
the College
Well done to all of you

Having come this far, the College Green Action
Team are now busy working towards the Silver
Award,
This work involves –

• Monitoring/reducing the amount of energy
used within the College
Reducing the amount of general waste
Recycling cardboard and paper
Establishing a pond in the College grounds
Investigating ideas to further reduce the
College waste
• Garden Project
• Action Awareness Days

•
•
•
•

This page is taken from Bridge the Gap, a College publication sent out to all parents/carers each half term
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BRIDGEMARY
CARNIVAL!
Welcome to ROCK SOLID
BCSC and Rock Solid are
teaming up with some local
churches to make your Friday
afternoons ROCK!!
With videos, questions, food,
music and games, we’ll help
you look at some of life’s most
difficult questions.
Friday afternoons @ 2:40 in the
Main Hall.
See Miss Wood or leave a
message for Nick
Come along and put your life on
the map!

The third Bridgemary
Community Carnival will be held
on Saturday July 18th . The
theme this year is Space to
coincide with the 40th anniversary of the moon
landings that month, the 400th anniversary of
Galileo’s astronomical telescope and the UN
International Year of Astronomy! There are
opportunities for all members of the community
to get involved. To find out more about the
event and to explore ways you could get involved
(such as making costumes, being a steward,
serving refreshments, helping with the planning,
etc.) please email
bridgemarycarnival@hotmail.co.uk.
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Are you struggling with your teenager?
Do you feel alone and unsure what to do?
For support in a friendly, confidential group come along to SPOT at
Bridgemary Community Sports College. You can share your experiences
with other parents in similar situations and gain some tips and techniques
for the future.
Tuesdays 6.30-8.30pm
8 weeks starting 10th March 2009
Coffee Evening on March 3rd
To book a place contact
Community Office on 01329 310066 or
community@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk
All parents, grand parents, carers, etc. welcome!

Parents Concerned about their
relationship:
Web and Social Media:
www.thecoupleconnection.net
A self-help website for parents who want to
change their relationship for the better.
www.oneplusone.org.uk
Instant Messaging: Live Talk Online
instant Messaging Service for parents,
particularly fathers, to engage easily with
relationship support services.
www.relateforparents.org.uk
SMS Text Messaging: Relate SMS service
An SMS service offering parents support
from a trained consultant. Text Free to

Useful Information For Parents/Carers

Education Advice:
SMS Text Messaging: Ask ACE Education Advice via
text messaging,
Text Free: ASKACE to 68808
www.ace-ed.org.uk

Helpline:
ACE ADVICE Line 0808 800 5793
(Open Mon-Fri 10 am—5 pm)
Telephone advice on education, exclusions and
bullying.
enquiries@ace-ed.org.uk
www.ace-ed.org.uk
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEWS

Doctors

Priest-in-Charge & Chaplin to Bridgemary Community Sports College
Father Reuben Preston
01329 829883 Mobile 07971895897
FrReuben@reubenjamespreston.co.uk

Bridgemary Medical Centre 01329 232446
Rowner Health Centre 02392 505280

Dentist

Youth Minister
Simon Dando 07748075237

Ansley-Watson & Shillaker 01329 232910

Church Wardens
Pat Goater 01329 234156 Jeal Curtis 01329 511732

Trafalgar Dental Practice 02392 545000

Useful Contacts

PCC Secretary
Petica Tetbury 02392 237431

Bridgemary South Ward
Singing Group
Petica Tetbury 02392 237431

Cllr Micheal Geddes (Con)
14 Rowner Close Gosport PO13 0LY
01329 238848
geddesbooks@vodabb.com

Bookstall
Jeal Curtis 01329 511732
Flowers
Jenny Randall 01329 284350
Newsletter
Jenny Randall 01329 284350
jenniferrandall@sky.com
J.randall@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk
Parish Rooms
Pat Goater 01329 234156

PARISH OFFICE
For enquiries regarding
baptisms, marriages,
banns and parish hall
booking, the parish office
is open every Saturday
9.30—10.30am
01329 822487

Friendship Group
Georgie Hayles 01329 232870

Local Information
Pre-School Groups in the Area
Haven Children’s Centre Harris Road—June Smith—01329 232095
Badger Pre-School Holbrook Primary School—01329 286011
Woodcot Community Pre-School—01329 522532
Peel Common Nursery—01329 234878

Schools in the Area

Cllr Dennis Wright (Rowner) (Lab)
1 Brookside, Bridgemary
01329 519234
Dennis.wright@hants.gov.uk
Gosport Borough Council
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Registrar (Births, Marriages & Deaths)
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 580629
Environmental Health & Safety
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Police Station
South Cross Street Gosport
02392 584666
Citizens Advice Bureau
Martin Snape House 96 Pavillion Way
Gosport
02392 520112
Bridgemary Library
Brewers Lane Gosport
01329 232940

Bedenham Primary School Headteacher Anne Phipps 01329 280445
Bridgemary Community Sports College Principal Cheryl Heron 01329 319966

Jobcentre Plus
High Street Gosport
02392 308600

Holbrook Primary School Headteacher Anne Parker 01329 286011
Holbrook Junior School Headteacher
Peel Common Infant School Headteacher Annie Woolland 01329 234878
Peel Common Primary School Headteacher Carole Bishop 01329 281206
Woodcot School Headteacher June Kershaw

Places of Worship
St Matthews Wych Lane (CofE) 01329 822487 www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
St Columbia's Church (Catholic) 02392 580119

Whatever your question about public
services in Hampshire contact the
free helpline

0800 028 0888
E-mail: info.centres@hants.gov.uk

Bridgemary Methodist Church
Jacobs Well Pentecostal Church Leyton Road

WWW.hants.gov.uk/gov
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