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The celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany feel a long 
way away especially having looked at the trauma and 
distress that so many thousands of people have had to 
endure in Haiti.  Our retiring Sunday collections have been 
sent off through Christian Aid and we continue to 
pray for and with our Anglican brothers and sisters who 
attempt to bring help and support to the many fractured 
lives.   As we approach Lent we have seen on our TV 
screens the ravages of human nature as people fought for food and looted 
shops and stores and many people have questioned whose good was being 
served by such desperate actions.  As you will notice from the front cover I 
have chosen the artwork by Bruegel entitled “The fight between the carnival 
and Lent” it was an image which felt so apt for this year. Much of the time 
we can feel as if we are battling with our inner selves as we try to make 
something out of this approaching  season of self reflection and 
discipline that the church years gives us. As you look to Lent this year 
consider carefully how you will use the season wisely to become a 
better, more whole person: pledge yourself to be at the altar rail each 
week, come to the Lent study course and learn from Paula Gooder as we 
look at the writing of St John’s Gospel or give yourself a space for 
retreat and pilgrimage as we head off to Walsingham or on our Quiet Day. 
 
Soon we shall be approaching the reflective season of Lent so come to 
Ash Wednesday (17th Feb 7:30pm) and receive the sign of the cross on 
your forehead afresh as you seek to come closer to God, to let go of 
hurts, fears, bitterness's, resentments, doubts, …….. whatever is 
perplexing your soul at the time and allow yourself to be renewed and 
remade through the scriptures and at the communion rail and like all our 
candle ends we’re collecting to make our new Easter Candle for 2010 may 
you be renewed as well.  May God bless your endeavours this year as you 
take time to get involved with Lent for the sake of yourself and one 
another. 
Fr Reuben 

REUBEN’S REFLECTIONS 
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•    

 

A prayer for Haiti 

Loving God of creation,  

at this time of devastation  

we hold before you the people of Haiti.  

When the damage is unimaginable,  

and the suffering seems overwhelming,  

remind us that every person affected  

is loved, honoured and precious in your sight.  

We remember all those who have been hurt;  

all who have lost their homes, livelihoods and loved ones.  

Work through us to bring healing  

to broken and distorted lives,  

peace to those who have been thrown into despair,  

light to those in darkness,  

and hope to those who fear.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus  

in whom all life and grace is found.  

Amen  
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Tuesday 2 Feb  9:15am Holy Communion Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
Hebrews 2:14-18 Luke 2:22-40 
 
Sunday 7 Feb  8:30am Holy Communion BCP Sexagesima 
    10am Parish Eucharist  5th Sunday in ordinary time 
Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Cor 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11 
 
Tuesday 9  Feb  9:15am Holy Communion REQUIEM 
1 King 8:22-30, Mark 7:1-13 
 
Sunday 14 Feb  8:30am Holy Communion BCP Quinquagesima 
    10am Parish Eucharist  6th Sunday in ordinary time 
Jer 17:5-8, 1 Cor 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26 
 
Tuesday 16 Feb  9:15am Holy Communion OLW 
James 1:12-18, Mark 8:14-21 
 
Wed 17 Feb   7:30pm ASH WEDNESDAY Parish Eucharist with ashing ceremony 
Joel 2:12-18, 2 Cor 5:20-6:2, Matthew 6:1-18 
 
Sunday 21 Feb  8:30am Holy Communion BCP 1st Sunday of Lent 
    10am Parish Eucharist  1st Sunday of Lent 
Deut 26:4-10, Romans 10:8-13, Luke 4:1-13 
 
Tuesday 23 Feb  9:15am Holy Communion St Polycarp 
Isiah 55:10-11, Matthew 6:7-15 
 
Sunday 28 Feb  8:30am Holy Communion BCP 2nd Sunday of Lent 
    10am Parish Eucharist  2nd Sunday of Lent 
Gen 15:5-18, Phil 3:17-4:1, Luke 9:28-36 

Worship and Readings for February 
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Christmas has been particularly busy even though enjoyable. The final year of Readership training 
takes in a lot of preaching assessment, organisational skills and assessment. 

My itinerary for the year runs like this: 

 
Term 1 

Preaching module for assessment at University. 
Preaching module on weekend residential weekend, including planning of a Christmas service to 

be fully assessed. 

Preaching module in own Church, with assessment and feedback and own theological reflection. 
Planning either a complete service or facilitating a Christmas or advent event (Bridgemary School 

ON 16TH December) to include a portfolio of evidence. 

To complete four theological assessments of other students sermons.  (MORE OR LESS ALL 
COMPLETED NOW) 

 

Term 2 
Placement. Initially I wanted to do mine with the Navy. However due to the fact that there is very 

little activity on the bases now and most of the Chapels have been shut down there was little for 
me to do. During the time of meeting with Rueben as Chaplain to the schools, I felt that the 

chaplaincy might be a good option. Certainly something different and there is scope to   lead in a 

few assemblies as well as developing study groups and being a part of the team when events such 
as ‘Christmas’ needs help. There will need to be a reflection written up on my time with the 

chaplaincy. 

 
Term 3. 

Plan and run a series of bible studies in my own church (I might be looking for recruits 

folks!!!!!!!!!!!!!) 
Complete a full essay 3000 words on my development and reflection on theological assessments 

to date. 

 
The last weeks are spent reflecting on the future and  what specific training might be required. 

A dissertation is optional after Licensing in September and I think most of us in my group are still 
pondering on whether we wish to do this. 

 

I think that I will be quite relieved when my training  is completed. The group that I am with is 
great and we all want to keep In contact and I think this is important for future support. It will be 

interesting to see how my ministry will develop as we are all different and readership can be 

expressed in so many different ways. Some opt to do Chaplaincy. Others like preaching, some 
prefer to work in the parish  as well as having some input into church activities. Funerals are also 

an option and the readership board offers more training for those who specifically see their 

ministry  developing this way. I guess this final year will give me an opportunity to see where my 
talents lie and where I can be the most help. 

 
Certainly thank you everyone for being there for me and for your prayers during this time of 

training. There have been ups and downs and the commitment has been intense but now the end 

is in sight. 
At this point I am looking forward to Christmas (my favourite time) and the New Year, If I haven't 

already said it to you. 

 
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

 

Sheila Sharpe 

St. Matthews Readers’ Page 
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St. Matthew's Church, Wych Lane, Bridgemary PO13 0JN 

 
WWW.St\MatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 

 

 

Working towards an inclusive church 
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What is happening at St Matthew’s this Lent? 

 
16 February   Shrove Tuesday 
 4pm    Desert building getting the church ready for Lent, making a desert in the sanctuary 
 5:30pm   1st Evening Prayer of Lent 
 7pm    Pancake Party at the vicarage bring a pan if you fancy showing off your  
    tossing skills cost £2 towards Haiti appeal 
 
17 February   ASH WEDNESDAY 
 7:30pm  Parish Eucharist with Ashing Ceremony 
 
19 February  Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 
 
21 February   1st Sunday in Lent 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist 
 

23 February  Tuesday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
25 February  Thursday LENT course 1 
 2:30-4pm  afternoon group 7:30-9pm evening group 
 
26 February  Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 

 
27 February  QUIZ NIGHT & SUPPER 7pm 
  
28 February        2nd Sunday  nday in Lent 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist 
 
1 March    WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE  9:00am depart 

 
2 March   Tuesday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
4 March   Thursday LENT course 2 

 2:30-4pm  afternoon group  7:30-9pm evening group 
5 March  
 7:30am   Morning Prayer at BCSC 
    Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 
 
7 March    3th Sunday in Lent 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist 
 
9 March   Tuesday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
11 March   Thursday LENT course 3 

 2:30-4pm  afternoon group  7:30-9pm  evening group 
 
12 March S  Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 
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Sunday 14 March  Mothering Sunday 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist with uniformed organizations 
 
16 March Tuesday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
18 March   Thursday LENT course 4 

  2:30-4pm  afternoon group  7:30-9pm  evening group 
 
19 March   Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 
 
21 March    5thSunday  PASSION SUNDAY 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist 
  

23 March Tuesday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
25 March   Thursday LENT course 5 
 2:30-4pm  afternoon group  7:30-9pm evening group 
 
26 March   Stations of the Cross 7:00pm 

 
 
28 March    PALM SUNDAY 
 8:30am  Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am  Parish Eucharist with procession 
 

HOLY WEEK 
Holy MONDAY 29 March 

10-11:15am  Messy Holy Week 
6:30pm   Confessions 
7:30pm   Holy Communion 
 

Holy TUESDAY 30 March 
9:15am   Holy Communion 
10-11:15am  Messy Holy Week 
6:30pm   Confessions 
 

Holy Wednesday 31 March 
10-11:15am  Messy Holy Week 
6:30pm   Confessions 
7:30pm   Holy Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday 1 April 
10-11:15am  Messy Holy Week 
7:30pm   Mass of the Last Supper with washing of feet ceremony  
    and vigil until midnight 
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GOOD FRIDAY 2 April 

10-11:15am  Messy Holy Week 
    12noon   Liturgy of the day  followed by hot cross buns and tea church open until  3pm 

 7:00pm   Stations of the Cross 
 
HOLY SATURDAY 3 Apr church in silence decorating for Easter after 12noon 
 
EASTER EVE 3 April  

8:00pm   Vigil, renewal of baptism vows and first mass of Easter 
    followed by bring n share parish party 

 
EASTER DAY  Sunday 4 April 
 8:30am   Holy Communion BCP 
 10:00am   Parish Eucharist with Easter eggs followed by 2010 Parish Photograph 
 
EASTER Week  Monday – Thursday 9:15am Holy Communion 
 
2010 LENT study course is “LENTWISE” by Paula Gooder and uses St John’s gospel to help us 
develop tools for spiritual living.  Copies of the materials will be available at the group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 
 
 
 
 

Look out for details of LENT lunches on the pew sheets 
 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Personal Confession) is available in Holy Week or by  
appointment please call Fr Reuben 01329 829883 
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Thursdays in 
Lent 

Afternoon group 2:30-4pm  
Evening group 730-9pm 

starting Thursday 25 February 

 
As we journey through life, we face challenges - 

both big and small. What spiritual essentials will 

help us through life's storms? 

  

Lentwise is a 5-session course which helps us 

deal with the rigours of real life. Using passages 

from John's Gospel which have been freshly 

translated by the author, it explores: 

direction 
nourishment 

wisdom 
refreshment 

security 
With guidance for leaders, as well as for group 

members, Lentwise is an inspiring and practical 

choice for house, cell and Lent groups. 

  

'User friendly, undaunting and profound.' 

Jane Williams 

 

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 
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LENT 2010 
 

Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
Monday 1 March to Thursday 4 March 

 

Depart St Matthews 9am return approx 6pm 
Cost £197 full board and travel in minibus 

 
Bookings to Fr Reuben 01329 829 883   

£80 deposit the rest payable at Walsingham 
 

organized by St. Matthew's Church, Wych Lane, Bridgemary PO13 0JN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WWW.StMatthews.org.uk 
 
 
 
working towards being an Inclusive Church 
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Paschal Candle 
 
We are collecting white and cream wax from candle 
ends to melt down and make our 2010 Easter  
Candle. All your contributions may be placed in the 
cardboard box in the foyer at church. The new can-
dle will be made in Lent and decorated ready for its 
blessing and lighting at the Easter Eve Vigil and 
celebrations. 
 

 

Desert Building 
 
On Shrove Tuesday afternoon at 4pm we shall be building 
our desert scene in the sanctuary. Please come along and 
help: bring stones, rocks, sand dried/dead leaves etc to 
help create our scene for this Lent. The building will end 
with the first Evening prayer of Lent at 5:30pm when we 

shall bless the scene as we dedicate it to our spiritual journey through Lent 2010. 
 

 
Pancake Party 
 
As a celebration together and a bit of fun there is a pancake party at the vicarage 
from 7-9pm on Shrove Tuesday evening. Donations of £2 requested to be sent 
to  the Haiti appeal. Endless pancakes and a chance to show off your tossing skills 
– bring you favourite pan – gas cooker supplied! 
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Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.269 

14 February  

Valentine was a priest or a bishop of Terni who was martyred at Rome under the Emperor 
Claudius. The connection of this celebration with lovers seems to be either as the tradi-

tional day in medieval belief when birds mated, or more likely as being linked with the 

pagan Lupercalia festival in Rome, which occurred on the Ides of February. For Chris-

tians, the day marks an acknowledgement of an all-loving God who blesses those who 

love one another, as Jesus implored his own disciples so to do.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr 

17 February  

Janani Luwum was born in 1922 at Acholi in Uganda. His childhood and youth were 
spent as a goatherd but he quickly showed an ability to learn and absorb knowledge when 

given the opportunity. Soon after he became a teacher, he was 

converted to Christianity and was eventually ordained in 1956, 

becoming Bishop of Northern Uganda in 1969 and Archbishop 

of Uganda in 1974. Idi Amin had come to power in Uganda in 

1971 as the result of a military coup and his undemocratic and 

harsh rule was the subject of much criticism by the Church and 

others. After receiving a letter from the bishops protesting at the 
virtual institution of state murder, Janani and two of Amin's own 

government ministers were stated as having been found dead 

following a car accident. It emerged quickly that they had in fact 

died on the implicit instructions of the President. Janani's enthusiasm for the good news 

of Jesus, combined with his willingness to sacrifice even his own life for what he be-

lieved in, led him to his martyrdom on this day in 1977.  
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Worship Dates for 2010 
 

 

17 February Ash Wednesday 7:30pm Parish Eucharist with litany & Ashing 

 
14 March Mothering Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade of Uniformed Organizations 

 
28 March Palm Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with blessing of Palms & procession 

 
HOLY WEEK begins 

 
29 March Monday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with address 

 
30 March Tuesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church on 7:30pm Holy Communion with ad-

dress 
 
31 March Wednesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with ad-
dress 
 
1 April Maundy Thursday 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm  Mass of the Last Supper,  
Feet Washing & Watch-night Vigil with readings until midnight 
 
2 April Good Friday 10-11:15 Messy Church12:00noon  
Liturgy of the day followed by silence at the foot of the cross 

 
3 April Holy Saturday 8:30am Morning Prayer church still and silent until midday  

12 noon decoration of the church begins 
8:00pm Easter Eve Ceremonies & First Mass of Easter followed by Easter Party 

 
4 April EASTER DAY 8:30am Holy Communion 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade & Parish 

Easter Photograph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 19th September (trans from 21) 7:30pm St Matthews Day Celebrations  

followed by parish party 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWS    

My sincere apologies for the missed publication of the 
Newsletter in January. I trust this did not cause you too much 
disappointment. 
 
The Newsletter will be available on the first Sunday of each 
month, if you have any stories, poems, prayers ditties please 
let Jenny Randall have your copy either by  
e-mail jenniferrandall@sky.com or hard copy which can be left 
in my pigeonhole in the church office. 

Quiz Night & Supper 

Saturday 27 February a fund raiser event and relaxed 

time together with a quiz that has a Lenten feel!  

Tickets £3 available at church on Sundays or at the 

parish office on Saturdays 9:30-10:30am 

 
Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

 

Monday 1 March to Thursday 4 March  
Depart St Matthews 9am return approx 6pm  
Cost £197 full board and travel in minibus.  

Bookings to:  
Fr Reuben 01329 829 883  

with £80 deposit the rest payable at Walsingham 
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When you put your giving in the weekly collection do you know 

where the money goes?  Do you consider the cost of heating and 

lighting the church.  Maybe you think the funds go to buying 

the communion elements, what about all the candles that we use 

in the sanctuary and at the prayer table. Then there is the 

repair work that needs to be carried out during the year.  And 

of course all the work that is needed in our community.  All 

this requires money.  Have you ever considered committing a 

regular payment to your church?  There are 2 ways of doing this 

either by planned giving envelope or by direct payment through 

a bank standing order.  And of course if you are a regular tax 

payer we can claim back 28p from every pound you give from the 

Government through the Gift Aid scheme.  So for every £5.00 you 

give we will actually receive £6.40. 

 

With 2010 here and we started thinking about new beginnings and 

please think and pray for youryouryouryour    church and the ways you can 

really make a difference in 2010. 

 

If you would like further information about giving on a 

committed regular basis have a word with Fr. Reuben or Jenny 

Randall who will only be too happy to discuss this with you.  
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Portsmouth Food Bank - Stocks low, request for donations....  

Portsmouth Food Bank provides 3 days of emergency food in times of crisis at the point of need, 
without prejudice.  They are running out of: long life juice, sugar, tinned rice pudding and tinned 

tomatoes.  If you are able to donate any items, it would be very much appreciated.  

 

37 Elm Grove37 Elm Grove37 Elm Grove37 Elm Grove    

SouthseaSouthseaSouthseaSouthsea    

PortsmouthPortsmouthPortsmouthPortsmouth    

PO5 1JFPO5 1JFPO5 1JFPO5 1JF    

Or call (023) 92987977 and ask for Martin Mant.Or call (023) 92987977 and ask for Martin Mant.Or call (023) 92987977 and ask for Martin Mant.Or call (023) 92987977 and ask for Martin Mant.    
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Things We Want   

THINKING 

OUT LOUD! 

Messy Church uses ‘stuff’ for making and 
crafting. Can we have your used pots yoghurt 
and otherwise which are good for putting glue 
and paint in? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walsingham Bible Week October 25-29 2010  
 

A week of Spiritual Renewal with Bible Study  
and teaching about Scriptures at its heart 

 
  

Would you like to go to the St Albans Festival again this year? 
 

Blooper of the Month  Remember in pray for the many who are sick in 
our community.  Smile at someone who is hard to love.  Say ‘hell’ to 
someone who doesn’t care much about you. 
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Across: 2 Axe, 4 Righteousness, 5 Zechariah, 6 Lebanon, 9 Sacrifice, 11 Eyes, 12 Face, 14 Jesse, 15 Ancient, 17 Holy spirit, 19 

Vipers, 21 Might, 23 Mary, 24 Bread of tears, 27 Scroll, 28 Brothers, 29 Fear, 30 Joseph, 31 Wicked.  

Down: 1 Bethlehem ephrathah, 3 Enemies, 7 Boughs, 8 Israel, 10 Anger, 11 Ephraim, 13 Cush, 16 Cherubim, 18 Law, 20 A body,      

22 Leopard, 25 Ends, 26 Straw. 

Solution to December puzzle 

1st Sunday of Lent – Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16; Romans 10: 8b-13; Luke 4: 1-13  
 

 
 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18

19

20 21

22 23

24 25

26

Across Down 

2 What will be used to cut down the forest 

thickets? (I) 

4 With what will he judge the needy? (I) 

5 Whose house was Elizabeth in? (L) 

6 Which country will fall? (I) 

9 One of the things you did not desire? (H) 

11 What will he not judge with? (I) 

12 What of the Lords must shine upon us? (Ps) 

14 A branch from whose stump will bear fruit? 

(I) 

15 From what times are the origins of the one 

who will be ruler? (M) 

17 What was Elizabeth filled with? (H) (4,6) 

19 What nest will the child put his hand in? (I) 

21 What of yours awaken to scare us? (Ps) 

23 Who hurried to a town in Judea? (L) 

24 What the Lord fed his people? (Ps) (5,2,5) 

27 Where was it written about Christ? (H) 

28 The rest of his what return to join the Israel-

ites? (M) 

29 What will he delight in of the Lord? (I) 

30 Who will O Shepherd of Israel lead? (Ps) 

31 Who will be slayed by his breath? (I) 

1 One of the smaller clans of Judah? (M) (9,9) 

3 Who mocked us? (Ps) 

7 What the Lord Almighty will lop off with 

great power? (I) 

8 Who has been abandoned? (M) 

10 What of the Lords smoulders? (Ps) 

11 One of those shine forth before? (Ps) 

13 What was one of the places the Lord will 

reclaim his people from? (I) 

16 The shepherd sat enthroned between what? 

(Ps) 

18 The what required burnt and sin offerings to 

be made? (H) 

20 What was prepared for Christ with burnt 

offerings? (H) (1,4) 

22 What will lie with the goat? (I) 

25 Where on the earth will his greatness reach? 

(M) 

26 What will the lion eat? (I) 



22 Leopard, 25 Ends, 26 Straw. 
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  St. Matt’s Cook Book this page is going to be regular feature in the  
newsletter, with the view of producing a ‘cookbook’ in about a year’s 
time.  If you have any favourite seasonal, family or everyday recipes you 
would like share with us please let me have a copy and I will include 
them on this page. 

Stuffed butternut squash 

 

Ingredients 

For the squash 
2 butternut squash  

few thick slices butter 

salt and freshly ground black pepper 

For the stuffing 
2 slices butter 

2-3 large onions, peeled and sliced 

finger-length piece fresh root ginger, peeled and cut into matchsticks 

2-3 pinches ground cinnamon 

2-3 pinches cumin seeds 

pinch or so paprika  

handful sultanas 

 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.  

 

Cut the squash in half, spoon out the seeds and discard. Using a sharp knife, score the flesh of the squash 

in a criss-cross pattern, so that the heat can get to the interior. Place the squash halves, cut sides facing 

upwards, into an ovenproof dish, dot with the butter and season well with salt and freshly ground black 

pepper. Roast in the oven for one hour. 

 

In the meantime, make the stuffing. Heat the butter in a large shallow pan until foaming, add the onions, 

cover and cook gently until softened, about 15 minutes. Add the ginger, cinnamon, cumin seeds, paprika 

and sultanas and continue to cook until the onions are starting to caramelise. 

 

Place equal amounts of the stuffing mixture on top of the roasted squash, then return to the oven for 10-

15 minutes to allow the juices to trickle through the squash. Serve immediately with some of the pan 

juices spooned over. 

 
This recipe has been tagged by Dig In. Make this dish even tastier, cheaper and rewarding by using your home-grown veg. If 

you're a novice grower wanting advice or a devotee with tips to share, visit Dig In and spread the word on 

growing your own. 
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Townswomen Guild would like to welcome new members, young, middle aged and 
retired.  They meet every Tuesday evening at the Bridgemary, Rowner and 
Woodcot Community Association which is located in the grounds of Bridgemary 
Community Sports College in Wych Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport.  Throughout the 
year they offer a variety of programmes including guest speakers, craft and games 
evenings, and plenty of outing to places of interest. The Bridgemary ladies are a 
caring loving group who will offer a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join 
them.  For further information have a chat with Val Lord or telephone Mrs. Kathy 
Weller on 01329 220202. 

The Rowner Branch of the Mothers’ Union meet at St. Mary 
the Virgin Thursday 1.30pm and Mondays at 7.30pm. The 
Mothers’ Union is a world-wide society and its objectives are 
• To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage 
and to promote its wider understanding; 
• To encourage parents of bring up their children in the 
faith and life of the church; 
• To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians united 

in prayer, worship and service; 
• To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the 

protection of children; 
• To help those who family life has met with adversity. 
 
Please call Mrs Jean Metcalfe for further details on 02392528302 

DAVID RANDALL 
 

VAL ROPER 
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEWS 

 

Priest-in-Charge & Chaplin to Bridgemary Community Sports College 
Father Reuben Preston 
01329 829883  Mobile 07971895897 

FrReuben@reubenjamespreston.co.uk 
 
Reader 

Corinne Pattinson 07590257930 
 
Youth Minister 

Simon Dando  07748075237 
 
Church Wardens 

Pat Goater  01329 234156  Jeal Curtis 01329 511732 
 
PCC Secretary 

Petica Tedbury  02392 513398 
 
Singing Group 

Petica Tedbury  02392 513398 
 
Newsletter 

Jenny Randall  01329 284350 
jenniferrandall@sky.com 
J.randall@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk 
 

Parish Rooms 
Pat Goater  01329 234156 
 

Friendship Group 
Georgie Hayles  01329 232870 
 

 
 

Local Information  
 
Pre-School Groups in the Area 
 

Haven Children’s Centre Harris Road—June Smith—01329 232095 
 
Badger Pre-School Holbrook Primary School—01329 286011 

 
Woodcot Community Pre-School—01329 522532 
 

Peel Common Nursery—01329 234878 
 

Schools in the Area 
Bedenham Primary School Headteacher Tracey Potter  01329 280445 
 

Bridgemary Community Sports College Principal Cheryl Heron 01329 319966 
 
Holbrook Primary School Headteacher Anne Parker 01329 286011  

 
Holbrook Junior School Headteacher  
 

Peel Common Infant School Headteacher Annie Woolland 01329 234878 
 
Peel Common Primary School Headteacher Carole Bishop 01329 281206 

 
Woodcot School Headteacher June Kershaw 
 

Places of Worship  
St Matthews Wych Lane (CofE) 01329 822487 www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 
 
St Columbia's Church (Catholic) 02392 580119 

 
Bridgemary Methodist Church  
 

Jacobs Well Pentecostal Church Leyton Road  
   

Doctors 
 
Bridgemary Medical Centre  01329 232446 
 

Rowner Health Centre  02392 505280 
 

Dentist 
 

Ansley-Watson & Shillaker 01329 232910 
 
Trafalgar Dental Practice 02392 545000 

 

Useful Contacts 
 
Bridgemary South Ward 
 

Cllr Micheal Geddes (Con) 
14 Rowner Close Gosport PO13 0LY 
01329 238848 

geddesbooks@vodabb.com 
 
Cllr Dennis Wright (Rowner) (Lab) 

1 Brookside, Bridgemary  
01329 519234 
Dennis.wright@hants.gov.uk 
 

Gosport Borough Council 
Town Hall High Street Gosport 
02392 584242 

 
Registrar (Births, Marriages & Deaths) 
Town Hall High Street Gosport 

02392 580629 
 
Environmental Health & Safety 

Town Hall High Street Gosport 
02392 584242 
 

Police Station 
South Cross Street Gosport 
02392 584666 

 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
Martin Snape House 96 Pavillion Way 

Gosport  
02392 520112 
 

Bridgemary Library  
Brewers Lane Gosport 
01329 232940 

 
Jobcentre Plus 
High Street Gosport 

02392 308600 
 
 

 

Whatever your question about public 
services in Hampshire contact the 

free helpline 
 

0800 028 0888 
 

E-mail: info.centres@hants.gov.uk 
 

WWW.hants.gov.uk/gov 

PARISH OFFICE 
For enquiries regarding 
baptisms, marriages, 
banns and parish hall 
booking, the parish office 
is open every Saturday 
9.30—10.30am   
01329 822487 
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COMMUNITY &  
COLLEGE  NEWS 

Apologies for no community and college pages this month this is due to a 
technical problem in producing the college’s magazine Bridge the Gap.  
Hopefully we will have lots of news for next month 
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St Matthew’s Church 
supporting all the people of this parish in prayer 

 
We offer the following services to help in life’s celebrations and difficulties: 

 

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a child 

Baptism/Christening - infants, children and adults 

Confirmation - young people and adults 

Wedding Celebrations 

Blessing after a Registry office ceremony 

Prayers at a Civil Partnership 

House Blessings 

Blessing of a new home/family 

Prayers at the time of setting up a new household 

Prayers before a journey 

Anointing the Sick – young & elderly 

Anointing and prayers for healing 

Prayers with the dying, sitting with the dying 

Funerals - Requiems 

Services of Commemoration 

Renewal of wedding/partnership vows 

Reconciliation - Personal Confession 
 

Daily public prayer and support through prayer groups and bible study groups – please see the weekly news-

sheet or talk to us to find out what is happening currently. 

 
Please contact us if you would like to discuss any of these aspects of prayer and thanksgiving.  

 

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 




