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We have all experienced so many mixed emotions as the 
disaster of Haiti was shown to us on our screens and it is 
good that we have raised so much to send towards the 
relief efforts. Working with others is a way of feeling part of 
the ongoing support and encouragement towards people in 
desperate need.  Not only have our thoughts been about 
working with others 1000s miles away but we have been 
thinking about our work with our neighbouring  parishes in 
the deanery.  It is a cold fact that there are not enough clergy to fill the 
vacant parishes in the Church of England: it is a fact that there is not 
enough money to pay for parishes to keep going unless we find new ways of 
being church and working together. Being the church is about belonging in 
our parishes, to our deanery and our diocese. More and more the clergy 
and readers of the deanery will be working together and sharing their skills 
with all the congregations. More and more you will see Corrine and Sheila 
leading  worship as they grow in confidence and skill at conducting our 
Sunday morning worship. Their skills will be used in other parishes as well 
and we shall be welcoming faces from St Mary’s Rowner and St Faiths 
Lee-on-Solent to share in our worship.  This will be exciting and 
interesting because new faces will bring new explanations of the faith 
to us. We shall be looking at how to grow and new services and changes 
to the existing ones will inevitably come. Why am I sharing all this 
with you: simply because it needs our prayer. Please prayer for our 
parish of St Matthew’s and our Deanery as we learn to work together and 
pray together.   All the clergy of the Deanery are off to Mondaye 
Monastery in northern France for a 3 day conference in May to consider 
how we can work together better over the next few years. It is important 
and we need and value your prayers as we hold ourselves and the parishes 
we serve before God. 
 
May God richly bless you as your pilgrimage through Lent praying for St 
Matthews, our Deanery and our Diocese and the Church of England. 

REUBEN’S REFLECTIONS 
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Tuesday 2 March no service in church Walsingham Pilgrimage 

 
Sunday 7 March  8:30am Holy Communion BCP 3rd Sunday of Lent 

           10am Parish Eucharist  Ex 3:1-8,13-15, 1 Cor 10:1-6,10-12, Luke 13:1-9 
 
Tuesday 9  March 9:15am Holy Communion OLW  Daniel 3:25,34-43 Matt 18:21-35 
 
Sunday 14 March     8:30am Holy Communion BCP     MOTHERING SUNDAY 
         10am Parish Eucharist  Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Cor 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
 
Tuesday 16 March 9:15am Holy Communion  Ez 47:1-9,12  John 5:1-16 

 
Sunday 21 March  8:30am Holy Communion BCP  5th Sunday of Lent 

    10am Parish Eucharist  Is 43:16-21  Phil 3:8-14 John 8:1-11 
    Followed by AGM 
 
Tuesday 23 March  9:15am Holy Communion Numb 21:4-9  John 8:21-30 

 
Sunday 28 March  8:30am Holy Communion BCP            PALM SUNDAY 

    10am Parish Eucharist  with procession and distribution of Palm Crosses 
     Is 50:4-7, Phil 2:6-11,  Passion according to Luke 22:14-23:56 
 

HOLY WEEK  
 
Monday 29 March  10am Bedenham School Easter Celebration followed by Messy Church 

    7:30pm Holy Communion Is 42:1-7, John 12:1-11 
 
Tuesday 30 March  10-11.15am Messy Church in Holy Week  
     9:15am Holy Communion Is 49:1-6, John  13:21-38 
 
Wed 31 March  10-11.15am Messy Church in Holy Week  

    7:30pm Holy Communion Is 50:4-9, Matthew 26:14-25 
 
Thursday 1 April 10-11.15am Messy Church in Holy Week  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
    11:00am Chrism Mass at the Cathedral in Portsmouth 
     7:30pm Mass of the Last Supper with feet washing and vigil until  
    midnight Ex 12:1-14, 1 Cor 11:23-26,  John 13:1-15 
 
Friday 2 April   10-1115am Messy Church in Holy Week  GOOD FRIDAY 

    12noon  Liturgy of the Day church in silence until 3pm 
     Is 52:13-52:12, Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42 

 

 

Worship and Readings for March—April 
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 Saturday 3 April   HOLY SATURDAY church in silence until midday 

     Decorating the church for Easter from midday 
     7:30pm Easter Eve Ceremonies  
     Lighting the Paschal Candle, Vigil & First Mass of Easter 
     Followed by parish party – bring food and drink to share 
 
Sunday 4 April   EASTER DAY 

     8:30am Holy Communion BCP Easter Day 
     10:00am Parish Eucharist Acts 10:34,37-43,1 Cor 5:6-8, John 20:1-9 
     followed immediately by PARISH PHOTOGRAPH 
     Distribution of Easter eggs 

Worship and Readings for March—April 
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Messy Christmas 2009 

 
Take 2 of our tables, load them with bits of paper, newspaper, glue, glitter, sellotape, 
cardboard, scissors, pencils and crayons, open the front doors of Church and wait….  Slow at 
first, then Mums and little ones arrive, even a dad now and again and we were off. 
 
Must remember to sign the book and label ourselves, as we all gather at the front of the 
church, say hello to everyone, have a little prayer, talk about the big event of Christmas and 
bit by bit take all the figurines out of Reuben’s special box and put them together at the front 
of the altar. We always have to tell the story several times as the adults ‘memories are not 
very good - and then find out what we are making that day!! 
 
One day we cut out all the angels and made them glitter, then we made stars to string across 
the church – did you see them???  Then we heard about the shepherds and the sheep, we 
made big fat woolly sheep, keeping lovely and warm with all their big fluffy coats.  Then the 
kings, we made shiny crowns, putting lots and lots of jewels on them, just like the Queen has.  
On the last day we all dressed the altar, put our stable  out and surrounded it with our sheep, 
the angels were adorned all around the church, did you see them behind Reuben, a whole 
heavenly host. 
 
Just before we finished each day we come back together at the front of the church, have a 
story and all lit a candle for someone we want to say a prayer for.  ‘Be careful Mummy’ said 
one little girl as Mummy lit her candle!  We also learnt how to sing I saw three ships go sailing 
by…… 
 
We have a drink of coffee or juice and lots and lots of chocolate finger biscuits, little hands 
kept creeping across the table and some fingers grasped their biscuits until home time. 
 
The holy water at the entrance into church, made a lovely hand-washing place for little messy 
fingers, much better than the using the washroom in the foyer, that involves opening 2 doors!! 
 
On the last day we had 6 men helping out, it was quite a struggle not to lock them all in and 
keep them there over Christmas!! 
 
If you have never been to Messy Church – do come, it’s a real adventure seeing little ones 
creating master pieces, and you should see the adults – hidden talents at last being 
revealed…..  We get a church beautifully decorated, adults and little ones all working 
together, all working to the glory of God. 
 
Corinne Pattinson 

St. Matthews Readers’ Page 
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Downing Street has announced that the 
new Church of England Bishop of 
Portsmouth will be the  

Right Reverend Christopher Foster. 

Bishop Christopher, 56, who is currently 
Bishop of Hertford in the St Albans 
diocese, will become the ninth Bishop of 
Portsmouth later this year. He succeeds 
the Rt Revd Dr Kenneth Stevenson, 

who was bishop for 14 years until he retired last autumn.   Bishop Christopher 
grew up in the industrial West Midlands and in Surrey before studying economics 
at Durham and Manchester Universities and briefly working as an economics 
lecturer. 

He studied at Westcott House, Cambridge, before his ordination in 1980. He was 
a curate in Wolverhampton before he became chaplain of Wadham College, 
Oxford. He then became vicar of Christ Church, Southgate, in London (serving 
additionally as director of clergy continuing education), and then Sub Dean and 
residentiary canon at St Albans Cathedral in 1994. 

He was consecrated as Bishop of Hertford in 2001, one of two suffragan 
(assistant) bishops to the Bishop of St Albans. He is Warden of Readers in the 
diocese, leading the training and work of licensed lay ministers, chairs the 
Mission and Pastoral Committee, and is especially involved with outreach among 
young people and the encouragement of their ministry and leadership. 

In the wider community and Church he has been a working trustee and is now 
patron of a local media trust, chairs the finance committee of the University of 
Hertfordshire, chaired Churches Together in Hertfordshire and represents the 
Church of England at Churches Together in England. 

He has a particular interest in the mission and ministry of the church in the 21st 
century through the work of lay and ordained Christians, which echoes the 
diocese’s current commitment to creating a new strategy for lay and ordained 
ministry to meet new challenges. 

He is a keen Wolves fan and is looking forward to what may be a crucial 
relegation battle with Portsmouth at Fratton Park in May. 

He married Sally four years ago following the death of his first wife, Julia, in 
2001. He has two grown-up children, Richard and Miriam 
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A prayer for Haiti 

Loving God of creation,  

at this time of devastation  

we hold before you the people of Haiti.  

When the damage is unimaginable,  

and the suffering seems overwhelming,  

remind us that every person affected  

is loved, honoured and precious in your sight.  

We remember all those who have been hurt;  

all who have lost their homes, livelihoods and loved ones.  

Work through us to bring healing  

to broken and distorted lives,  

peace to those who have been thrown into despair,  

light to those in darkness,  

and hope to those who fear.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus  

in whom all life and grace is found.  

Amen  
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Thursdays in 
Lent 

Afternoon group 2:30-4pm  
Evening group 730-9pm 

starting Thursday 25 February 

 
As we journey through life, we face challenges - 

both big and small. What spiritual essentials will 

help us through life's storms? 

  

Lentwise is a 5-session course which helps us 

deal with the rigours of real life. Using passages 

from John's Gospel which have been freshly 

translated by the author, it explores: 

direction 
nourishment 

wisdom 
refreshment 

security 
With guidance for leaders, as well as for group 

members, Lentwise is an inspiring and practical 

choice for house, cell and Lent groups. 

  

'User friendly, undaunting and profound.' 

Jane Williams 

 

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 
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Paschal Candle 
 
Thank you for the candle ends you have brought 
along. The new Paschal Candle will be made dur-
ing the opening weeks of Lent. We are pleased that 
Sheila Sharpe is decorating it again for us. 
 
 
 
 

 
Pancake Party 
 
Thank you to those who came along to the pancake party – we 
raised £35 to go to Haiti. Fr Brian Williams and his children extend 
their thank you for the support shown to their  ponsored sports event which raised 
£532.87 across the deanery churches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish AGM 
 
The Parish AGM is on Sunday 21 March at 1130am after the 10am service 
This is an important meeting in the life of the Parish because 
it is a time to reflect on what has been done in the year past as well 
as think about how we can look to the future together.  Many of you may 
be wanting to ask questions about the “Models for Mission” strategy 
document which our own PCC has had to respond to, as well ask about what is 

being thought of for the year ahead. It is your 
chance to air your thoughts and feelings as well as 
a chance to bring your ideas to the minds of your 
elected members on the PCC. 
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 Joseph of Nazareth 
19 March 

 
In the gospel of Matthew, Joseph is depicted as a good man, a working carpenter, who trusted in 
God. He received God's messenger who shared with him God's will for him and for Mary, to 
whom he was engaged to be married. Luke's gospel describes how Joseph took the new-born 
child as if he were his own. He was with Mary when, on the fortieth day after the birth, Jesus was 
presented in the Temple, 'where every first-born male is designated as holy to the Lord'. The 
adoption of Jesus by Joseph also established Jesus in the descent of David, to accord with the 
prophecy that Israel's deliverer would be of the House and lineage of David.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury 
21 March 

 
Born in Aslockton in Nottinghamshire in 1489, Thomas Cranmer, from an unspectacular 
Cambridge academic career, was recruited for diplomatic service in 1527. Two years later he 
joined the team working to annul Henry VIII's marriage to Catherine of Aragon. He was made 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1533 and duly pronounced the Aragon marriage annulled. By now a 
convinced Church reformer, he married in 1532 while clerical marriage was still illegal in 
England. He worked closely with Thomas Cromwell to further reformation, but survived Henry's 
final, unpredictable years to become a chief architect of Edwardian religious change, 
constructing two editions of The Book of Common Prayer, in 1549 and 1552, the Ordinal in 1550 
and the original version of the later Thirty-Nine Articles. 
 
Cranmer acquiesced in the unsuccessful attempt to make Lady 
Jane Grey Queen of England. Queen Mary's regime convicted 
him of treason in 1553 and of heresy in 1554. Demoralised by 
imprisonment, he signed six recantations, but was still condemned 
to the stake at Oxford. Struggling with his conscience, he made a 
final, bold statement of Protestant faith. Perhaps too fair-minded 
and cautious to be a ready-made hero in Reformation disputes, he 
was an impressively learned scholar, and his genius for formal 
prose has left a lasting mark on Anglican liturgy. He was burnt at 
the stake on this day in the year 1556.  





 15 

 

Worship Dates for 2010 
 

 
 
14 March Mothering Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade of Uniformed Organizations 

 
28 March Palm Sunday 10:00am Parish Eucharist with blessing of Palms & procession 

 
HOLY WEEK begins 

 
29 March Monday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with address 

 
30 March Tuesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church on 7:30pm Holy Communion with ad-

dress 
 
31 March Wednesday in Holy Week 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm Holy Communion with ad-
dress 
 
1 April Maundy Thursday 10-11:15 Messy Church 7:30pm  Mass of the Last Supper,  
Feet Washing & Watch-night Vigil with readings until midnight 
 
2 April Good Friday 10-11:15 Messy Church12:00noon  
Liturgy of the day followed by silence at the foot of the cross 

 
3 April Holy Saturday 8:30am Morning Prayer church still and silent until midday  

12 noon decoration of the church begins 
8:00pm Easter Eve Ceremonies & First Mass of Easter followed by Easter Party 

 
4 April EASTER DAY 8:30am Holy Communion 10:00am Parish Eucharist with Parade & Parish 

Easter Photograph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 19th September (trans from 21) 7:30pm St Matthews Day Celebrations  

followed by parish party 
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400th Anniversary Exhibition 1610-2010 

17 May - 23 July 2010 

To celebrate 400 years since its foundation, Lambeth Palace Library offers the public a fascinating exhibition 'Treasures of 

Lambeth Palace Library - 400th Anniversary Exhibition 1610-2010', opening in London at Lambeth Palace's Great Hall from 

Monday 17 May until Friday 23 July 2010.   The exhibition reveals centuries of history and hints at the depth and intellectual 
value of the items in the Library's care, some of which will be on display for the first time.  It draws from the incomparably rich 

and diverse collections of manuscripts, archives and printed books, built up over the past four centuries.  Richard Bancroft, 

Archbishop of Canterbury from 1604 until his death in 1610, bequeathed his extensive collection of printed books and manuscripts 

“to the Arch-Bishops of Canterbury successively for ever,” resulting in the formation of Lambeth Palace Library.  

On show are key items collected during Lambeth Palace Library's four hundred years as a working library, beginning with the 

founding collection owned and used by Archbishop Bancroft as his ‘theological arsenal’ in a time of religious controversy and as a 

scholar and patron of learning.  Treasures include a Gutenberg Bible (Mainz, 1455), the first book printed in Western Europe from 

movable metal type; the 12th century Lambeth Bible, regarded as one of the monuments of Romanesque art; some unique 

witchcraft tracts collected by Bancroft through his interest in debates over diabolic possession and exorcism and Henry Jacob, To 

the right high and mightie Prince, Iames ... An humble supplication for toleration, (Middleborough 1609), annotated angrily by 

King James I.    

Founding collection treasures include manuscripts from the dissolved monasteries of Christ Church Canterbury and St Augustine's 

in Canterbury, Llanthony Priory and Waltham Abbey. Many books and manuscripts are linked with great names of the past – a set 

of the works of Aristotle, printed in Venice between 1495 and 1498, was owned by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, favourite of 

Queen Elizabeth I - handwritten inscriptions on each title page are thought to represent the entwined cipher signature of Elizabeth 

and Leicester; and King Richard III's 15th century manuscript Book of Hours, which was in his tent at the Battle of Bosworth in 

August 1485. 

In the 17th century, further manuscripts and books were added to the Library, including an account of Archbishop Laud’s trial, 

which had belonged to King Charles I and is inscribed ‘Dum spiro spero’  (‘While I breathe I have hope').  Others included 

George Carew’s papers on Irish history and journals of Elizabethan and Jacobean voyages to the Americas. 

During the 18th and 19th centuries, the collections developed with the addition of historical treasures such as the 9th century 

Macdurnan Gospelbook, manufactured in Ireland during the early Middle Ages and owned by King Athelstan of Wessex (reigned 

924-939), a masterpiece of Insular book production; Greek manuscripts dating from the 10th century, many in their original 

Byzantine bindings; and physicians’ reports on the illness of King George III. 

An important development in 1964 was the establishment of the Friends of Lambeth Palace Library. The Friends have presented 

some very special items to the Library's collection including a 1516 letter of indulgence, issued by Pope Leo X, for the rebuilding 

of St Peter’s in Rome; first editions of landmark texts in the history of the Church of England; a copy of the warrant for the 

execution of Mary Queen of Scots and an accompanying letter from the Privy Council, dated 3 February 1587; papers relating to 

the divorce of King Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon; an account of the baptism of the future King Charles II; papers relating 

to the rebuilding of St Paul’s Cathedral after the Great Fire; and a hand coloured lithograph of the christening of the Princess 

Royal, 1841. In 1996 the Library was enhanced through the transfer of the pre-1850 collections from Sion College Library 
(established in 1630 for the benefit of the London clergy), including an extremely rare Babylonian Talmud printed by Daniel 

Bomberg at Venice between 1526 and 1548. 

As part of the Scala ‘Great Libraries of the World’ series, a beautiful book accompanies the exhibition ‘Lambeth Palace Library: 

Treasures from the Collection of the Archbishops of Canterbury’, edited by Dr Richard Palmer and Dr Michelle Brown. Published 

in hardback in March 2010, a soft back edition will be on sale at the Exhibition. 

For further information and advance bookings (recommended), visit www.lambethpalacelibrary.org.  

Admission:     In advance at www.lambethpalacelibrary.org or telephone the 24 hour booking line on 0871 230 1107. 

Adult £8, concessions £7.  Groups must book in advance (minimum 10). 

Treasures of the Lambeth Palace Library 
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Say One For Me, a new website from the Church of England that’s asking for your 

prayers. 

When you send it, the Bishops of Birmingham, Huntingdon, Leicester, Manchester, 

Worcester and the Archbishop of York will pray for you. 

It only takes a few words to say what’s worrying you. What have you got to lose by 

asking God for what you need? 

So simply write your prayer.  You don’t have to leave your name 

When you click ‘Amen’ your prayer will be submitted and forwarded to the Bishops. 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWSNEWS FROM THE PEWS    

 
Shoppers to see the Easter story 

SHOPPERS in Portsmouth city centre will hear the Easter story this year. 

Churches of all denominations are joining forces on Saturday 12 April for an 
open-air event designed to tell the story of Holy Week. 

Churches Together in Central Portsmouth has commissioned the city’s Top 
Cat Theatre Company to help them tell the stories of Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday on that day. It should mark the return of the giant 
puppets used during the Diocesan Eucharist on Castle Field, Southsea, last 
July. 

The congregations involved will be invited to turn up in costume and process 
from Portsmouth’s Roman Catholic cathedral from 1pm, acting and singing 
as if they were the crowd welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem - the event nor-
mally celebrated on Palm Sunday. 

They will sing and wave flags and banners as they follow the giant puppet 
representing Jesus along Commercial Road and into the Cascades Shop-
ping Centre. They will watch extracts from the stories of Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday as told by the theatre company. 

It will be the first time that this ecumenical group has tried to present the full 
Easter story in this way. In previous years members of the congregations 
have joined forces on Good Friday for a worship service on Commercial 
Road. 

The Rev Bob White, from St Mary’s Church, Fratton, said: “We thought it 
was important to tell people who don’t normally come to church what exactly 
it is that we celebrate on days like Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday - many of them may have no idea. 

“And, after inviting Top Cat Theatre Company to take part in the Good Friday 
service on Commercial Road last year, we realised that they could probably 
tell the story in drama better than we could in words. 

“We’re looking forward to turning up in blankets, sheets and other costumes 
that might at least give an idea of first century Palestine, and waving ban-
ners and flags to represent Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.” 

Anyone who would like to join in should turn up at Portsmouth’s RC Cathe-
dral, Edinburgh Road, at 12.45pm on April 12. 

Among the other ecumenical Easter events planned around the diocese are 
a joint sunrise service on the shores of Langstone Harbour. All the churches 
in Copnor will gather for a simple service and breakfast from 5.45am-7am. 
Anyone who would like to come is invited to bring wood for the fire and their 
own breakfast. 

There will also be a joint sunrise service at Southsea Castle at 7am on 

Easter Sunday.  
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A further £21.00 was sent to the fund at a later date 
TOTAL £65.00 
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Solution to Februaary puzzle 

Palm Sunday – Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 31: 9-16; Philippians: 2: 5-11; Luke 23: 1-49  
 

 

 
1 2

3 4

5

6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17

18

19

20 21

22 23

24 25

26

27

1 What will I not be? (I) 

4 What place did Jesus tell one of the criminals he 

would be with him? (L) 

10 Which Simon was made to carry the cross? (L) 

13 What sort of tongue had the Sovereign Lord 

given me? (I) 

16 What did the assembly say Jesus been found do-

ing to our nation? (L) 

18 What did they accuse Jesus of doing to the peo-

ple all over Judea? (L) (5,2) 

19 What do they plot to take of mine? (P) 

20 What of yours should be the as that of Jesus 

Christ? (Phil) 

22 What was Jesus taking the very nature of? (Phil) 

24 What grow weak with sorrow? (P) (2,4) 

25 What my life is consumed by? (P) 

26 Who is sustained by the word? (I) 

27 What of mine grow weak? (P) 

1 What did Jesus become obedient to? (Phil) 

2 What have I not been? (I) 

3 What did Herod ply Jesus with many of? (L) 

5 What did I not hide? (I) (2,4) 

6 What of the Lord in unfailing? (P) 

7 What have I set my face like? (I) 

8 What did my ear listen like? (I) (3,5,6) 

9 What have I become like? (P) (6,7) 

11 From whom of mine an I the utter contempt?  (P) 

12 What am I in that the Lord should be merciful to 

me? (P) 

14 The place where Jesus was crucified? (L) 

15 What of mine fails because of my affliction? (P) 

17 What with God was not considered something to 

be grasped? (Phil) 

21 What of mine is in your hands O Lord? (P) 

23 Where is he who vindicates me? (I) 

Across Down 

Across: 1 Trust in him, 6 My god, 8 Bread alone, 10 Saved, 11 Fortress, 13 First fruits, 15 Toil, 16 Hard labour, 18 Suffer,  

22 Jerusalem, 23 Heart, 24 Shadow, 25 Cobra, 26 High place.  

Down: 2 Shelter, 3 Holy spirit, 4 Levites, 5 Difference, 7 Disaster, 9 Egypt, 12 A stone, 14 Inheritance, 15 Trample, 17 Aramean, 

19 Jordan, 20 Mouth, 21 Angels, 23 Harm. 



19 Jordan, 20 Mouth, 21 Angels, 23 Harm. 
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  St. Matt’s Cook Book this page is going to be regular feature in the  
newsletter, with the view of producing a ‘cookbook’ in about a year’s 
time.  If you have any favourite seasonal, family or everyday recipes you 
would like share with us please let me have a copy and I will include 
them on this page. 

 

Lenten Vegetable Soup 

Ingredients 
1/4 cup olive oil 
1 large leeks, washed and thinly sliced (or 2 small) 
1 onion, diced 
1 stalk celery chopped 
2 carrots, sliced 

3 cups canned diced tomatoes (I use the one with basil) 
2 boxes of Vegetable Both 
2 potatoes, peeled and diced 
1 cup diced squash (zucchini or yellow squash) 
1/2 cup pasta 
Salt and pepper 

Directions 
In a stock pot heat the olive oil. When hot, add onion, leeks, celery & 
carrots.  Cover and simmer until tender.  Add the tomatoes and broth; bring to a 
boil and simmer uncovered until the vegetables are tender. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste. Add potatoes, squash and pasta, cover and simmer for 20-25 
minutes or until all the ingredients are tender. 

ENJOY! 
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Townswomen Guild would like to welcome new members, young, middle aged and 
retired.  They meet every Tuesday evening at the Bridgemary, Rowner and 
Woodcot Community Association which is located in the grounds of Bridgemary 
Community Sports College in Wych Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport.  Throughout the 
year they offer a variety of programmes including guest speakers, craft and games 
evenings, and plenty of outing to places of interest. The Bridgemary ladies are a 
caring loving group who will offer a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join 
them.  For further information have a chat with Val Lord or telephone Mrs. Kathy 
Weller on 01329 220202. 

The Rowner Branch of the Mothers’ Union meet at St. Mary 
the Virgin Thursday 1.30pm and Mondays at 7.30pm. The 
Mothers’ Union is a world-wide society and its objectives are 
• To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage 
and to promote its wider understanding; 
• To encourage parents of bring up their children in the 
faith and life of the church; 
• To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians united 

in prayer, worship and service; 
• To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the 

protection of children; 
• To help those who family life has met with adversity. 
 
Please call Mrs Jean Metcalfe for further details on 02392528302 

Elizabeth Kendall 
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COMMUNITY &  
COLLEGE  NEWS 

Congratulations and welcome to Mr Richard Carlyle, 

chosen as the new Principal for the college.  Richard was 

already working at the college as Vice Principal when 

Cheryl Heron decided to move on to her new adventure.  

Chris worked at Bridgemary Community Sports College for 22 years.   
 

He sadly passed away Tuesday 01 December 2009. 
 

He will be missed by staff and students.  
 

Our thoughts are with Chris’ family at this sad time.   





 29 

 

Bridgemary 
Community  

Sports College 

In partnership with: 

 

Supported by: 

Contact BCA to get involved 
 

For more information go to www.bridgemarycarnival.co.uk,  

email bridgemarycarnival@hotmail.co.uk, or call 07760 387336. 

Procession starts from  
Bridgemary Community  

Sports College 
Lots of fun, stalls & entertainment 

back on the school’s  
north field all afternoon 

 

plenty of FREE parking on the south field 
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On Thursday the 10th December, Bridgemary Community Sports 

College hosted a Community Christmas Lunch.  Over a hundred guests 
enjoyed a traditional Christmas dinner of Turkey with all the trimmings 

and Christmas Pudding. 

 
Haselworth Primary School entertained guests with some lovely carol 

singing and students from Bridgemary dazzled us with dance and music 
performances. 

 

A good time was had by all and we look forward to welcoming 
everyone again next year! 

 

A BIG BIG THANKYOU TO ALL WHO MAKE THIS EVENT 
POSSIBLE 
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Steve Tubb, ex-Bridgemary student turned Author, visited assembly in 
December.  Currently serving in the Army, he wore his uniform and told the 
audience about his time at Bridgemary and how his Careers teacher at the 
time encouraged him to go to the Army Recruitment office to see if it was for 
him.  Before he knew it, he was accepted and is there to this day. 
 
Steve always had an ambition to write a book, and Drago: Spirits of the 
Sword has been published and is selling well.  He is now more than half 
way through his second Drago book, and intends to complete the trilogy in 
time.  We have two copies of Steve’s book in the library if you would like to 
read it.  Those students who have already read it think it is great. 
Steve challenged Bridgemary students to write a short fantasy story and 
there were 38 entries for the competition.  Steve was amazed at the 
imaginative ideas in the stories and found it hard to choose between them.  
 
 All entries received a special Dragon pen from him and the two joint 
winners were presented with signed copies of his published book and their 
names used as main characters in his new book, an exciting honour!  The 
third prize was Steve’s book signing pen and a small character part in his 
new book. 
 
Here is Steve meeting some of our students in the LRC. 
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CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE PASTORAL/ATTENDANCE 

OFFICE 
For £1.00 

  
BAG DESIGNED BY LAUREN OLIVER-CLARK YR 7     

            
 
Almost all plastic carrier bags end up in land fill sites but many end 

up littering  the towns, countryside and beaches of this country. 
ECO SHEEK bags provide an eco-conscious and sustainable alter-
native to plastic and paper bags, “re-use” is the new “recycle.”      
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Safer Schools Partnership 

 

 

 

 

PC2582 Neil THORNE 

My responsibilities as a Safer Schools Partnership officer are to 

ensure.... 

 

• The safety of pupils, staff and the school site and the 

surrounding area 

 

• Help for young people to deal with situations that may put 

them at risk of becoming victims of crime, bullying or 

intimidation, and to provide support to those that do 

 

• Focused engagement to demonstrate that those who do 

offend cannot do so without facing consequences 

 

• Early identification, support and where necessary challenge of 

pupils involved in or at risk of offending 

 

• Improved standards of student behaviour and attendance, and 

less need for exclusions 

 

• More positive relations between young people and the Police 

and between young people and the wider community 

 

• Effective approaches to issues beyond the school site that 

negatively impact on pupil safety and behaviour 
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This is an opportunity for residents to speak with police about any issues 
that are effecting them or their neighbours. They are very informal and 

are a good source of advice and policing updates. 
 

Police Beat Surgeries  

Bridgemary Car Boot Sale, Bridgemary Community Sports College  

Sunday 7th February 2010 1000hours - 1200hours 
Sunday 7th March 2010 1000hours - 1200hours 
Sunday 11th April 2010 1000hours - 1200hours  

 

Asda, Newgate Lane, Fareham  

Wednesday 10th February 2010 1630hours - 1830hours 
Wednesday 3rd March 2010 1630hours - 1830hours 
Wednesday 7th April 2010 1630hours - 1830hours  

  

  

I would also like to remind you (and invite you) to the Citizens Panel. 
This used to be referred to as the Community Engagement Evening. This 
event allows residents to take part in a series of exercises designed to 
highlight what is important to them and set the policing agenda in their 
area. 

  
If you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
 
Sergeant David West 3689 | Bridgemary Safer Neighbourhood Team | 
Gosport Police Station | South Street | Gosport | Hampshire | PO12 1ES  
Mob: 07901102522 | External: 0845 045 45 | Internal: 753-183 | Email: 
david.west.3689@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEWS 
 

Priest-in-Charge & Chaplin to Bridgemary Community Sports College 
Father Reuben Preston 
01329 829883  Mobile 07971895897 

FrReuben@reubenjamespreston.co.uk 
 
Reader 

Corinne Pattinson 07590257930 
 
Youth Minister 

Simon Dando  07748075237 
 
Church Wardens 

Pat Goater  01329 234156  Jeal Curtis 01329 511732 
 
PCC Secretary 

Petica Tedbury  02392 513398 
 
Singing Group 

Petica Tedbury  02392 513398 
 
Newsletter 

Jenny Randall  01329 284350 
jenniferrandall@sky.com 
J.randall@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk 
 

Parish Rooms 
Pat Goater  01329 234156 
 

Friendship Group 
Georgie Hayles  01329 232870 
 

 
 

Local Information  
 
Pre-School Groups in the Area 
 

Haven Children’s Centre Harris Road—June Smith—01329 232095 
 
Badger Pre-School Holbrook Primary School—01329 286011 

 
Woodcot Community Pre-School—01329 522532 
 

Peel Common Nursery—01329 234878 
 

Schools in the Area 
Bedenham Primary School Headteacher Tracey Potter  01329 280445 
 

Bridgemary Community Sports College Principal Cheryl Heron 01329 319966 
 
Holbrook Primary School Headteacher Anne Parker 01329 286011  

 
Holbrook Junior School Headteacher  
 

Peel Common Infant School Headteacher Annie Woolland 01329 234878 
 
Peel Common Primary School Headteacher Carole Bishop 01329 281206 

 
Woodcot School Headteacher June Kershaw 
 

Places of Worship  
St Matthews Wych Lane (CofE) 01329 822487 www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 
 
St Columbia's Church (Catholic) 02392 580119 

 
Bridgemary Methodist Church  
 

Jacobs Well Pentecostal Church Leyton Road  
   

Doctors 
 
Bridgemary Medical Centre  01329 232446 
 

Rowner Health Centre  02392 505280 
 

Dentist 
 

Ansley-Watson & Shillaker 01329 232910 
 
Trafalgar Dental Practice 02392 545000 

 

Useful Contacts 
 
Bridgemary South Ward 
 

Cllr Micheal Geddes (Con) 
14 Rowner Close Gosport PO13 0LY 
01329 238848 

geddesbooks@vodabb.com 
 
Cllr Dennis Wright (Rowner) (Lab) 

1 Brookside, Bridgemary  
01329 519234 
Dennis.wright@hants.gov.uk 
 

Gosport Borough Council 
Town Hall High Street Gosport 
02392 584242 

 
Registrar (Births, Marriages & Deaths) 
Town Hall High Street Gosport 

02392 580629 
 
Environmental Health & Safety 

Town Hall High Street Gosport 
02392 584242 
 

Police Station 
South Cross Street Gosport 
02392 584666 

 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
Martin Snape House 96 Pavillion Way 

Gosport  
02392 520112 
 

Bridgemary Library  
Brewers Lane Gosport 
01329 232940 

 
Jobcentre Plus 
High Street Gosport 

02392 308600 
 
 

 

Whatever your question about public 
services in Hampshire contact the 

free helpline 
 

0800 028 0888 
 

E-mail: info.centres@hants.gov.uk 
 

WWW.hants.gov.uk/gov 

PARISH OFFICE 
For enquiries regarding 
baptisms, marriages, 
banns and parish hall 
booking, the parish office 
is open every Saturday 
9.30—10.30am   
01329 822487 
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St Matthew’s Church 
supporting all the people of this parish in prayer 

 
We offer the following services to help in life’s celebrations and difficulties: 

 

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a child 

Baptism/Christening - infants, children and adults 

Confirmation - young people and adults 

Wedding Celebrations 

Blessing after a Registry office ceremony 

Prayers at a Civil Partnership 

House Blessings 

Blessing of a new home/family 

Prayers at the time of setting up a new household 

Prayers before a journey 

Anointing the Sick – young & elderly 

Anointing and prayers for healing 

Prayers with the dying, sitting with the dying 

Funerals - Requiems 

Services of Commemoration 

Renewal of wedding/partnership vows 

Reconciliation - Personal Confession 
 

Daily public prayer and support through prayer groups and bible study groups – please see the weekly news-

sheet or talk to us to find out what is happening currently. 

 
Please contact us if you would like to discuss any of these aspects of prayer and thanksgiving.  

 

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk 




