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REUBEN’S REFLECTIONS
After the summer seems to have disappeared we are looking
towards the Autumn months. These last weeks of the summer
have allowed us to celebrate with young people as they gain
their examination results as well as commiserate with them as
they try and find the next step to take in their lives with fewer
further education places being available and economic
recession underway . For those of us who have been around for a good many
years the summer has brought us the fear and reality of swine flu as well as the
stress of holidays with friends and loved ones. Amidst all this where have we
looked for the hand of God at work? Or have we been too tied up in the busyness
of living. I hear the persistent cry that people have too much to do and they are so
busy – this need not be true, are you caught up in a frenetic lifestyle that needs
to change? The Gospel calls us to make choices, to make priorities. Throughout
the summer Sunday readings we have learned about the ways in which Christ
feeds us spiritually at the altar through the words of Scripture and in the
sacraments. These are the priorities of the Christian life. Sundays are for going to
church – no excuses, get yourself there. Bring your friends & families who are
visiting along with you, share with them the experience of being in the presence of
a worshipping community. The weeks of September open up to us our Festival
Weekend for St Matthew ’ s Day with the church open all day Saturday 19th and
Sunday 20th resplendent in flowers with our culmination of the celebrations at
6:30pm on the Sunday Evening to celebrate our life together with our Patron Saint
St Matthew – the man who wrote the first of our gospel records for us. We
celebrate being together and looking ahead to a new school year, and in time a
new Church Year as Advent will very quickly be upon us.
So at the start of this Autumnal season pledge yourself to be at parish worship
each week, that you may feed your mind and your soul and enjoy others as well.
May you seek Christ in your heart and your mind and your soul in the coming
months.
Fr Reuben
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Prayers at Redundancy
‘Redundant’ – the word says it all –
‘useless, unnecessary, without purpose, surplus to requirements.’
Thank you, Heavenly Father, that in the middle of the sadness the anger,
the uncertainty, the pain,
I can talk to you.
Hear me as I cry out in confusion,
help me to think clearly,
and calm my soul.
As life carries on,
may I know your presence with me
each and every day.
And as I look to the future,
help me to look for fresh opportunities, for new directions.
Guide me by your Spirit,
and show me your path,
through Jesus, the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for Those Remaining in the Workplace
Life has changed: colleagues have gone – redundant, out of work.
Suddenly, what seemed so secure is now so very fragile.
It’s hard to know what I feel:
sadness, certainly, guilt, almost, at still having a job to go to,
and fear of the future: who will be next?
how will I cope with the increased pressure of work?
Lord Jesus, in the midst of this uncertainty, help me to keep going:
to work to the best of my ability taking each day at a time,
and taking time each day to walk with you or you are the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.
***********************************************************************************************
Prayer for the Current Financial Situation
Lord God,
we live in disturbing days:
Across the world,
prices rise,
debts increase,
banks collapse,
Jobs are taken away,
And fragile security is under threat.
Loving God, meet us in our fear and hear our prayer:
Be a tower of strength amidst the shifting sands,
And a light in the darkness:
Help us receive your gift of peace,
And fix our hearts where true joys are to be found,
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Worship and Readings for September
Sunday 6 September - 23rd Sunday of the year
830am

Holy Communion BCP - Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

10am

Parish Eucharist CW Isaiah 35:4-7, James 2:1-5, Mark 7:31-37

Tuesday 8 September – The Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:15am

Holy Communion – Our Lady of Walsingham Micah 5:1-4, Matthew 1:1-16,18-23

Sunday 13 September – 24th Sunday of the year
830am

Holy Communion BCP - Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

10am

Parish Eucharist CW Isaiah 50:5-9, James 2:14-18, Mark 8:27-35

Tuesday 15 September
9:15am

Holy Communion – 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Luke 7:11-17

Sunday 20 September – 25th Sunday of the year
830am

Holy Communion BCP - Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

10am

Parish Eucharist CW Wisdom 2:12,172:12,17-20, James 3:163:16-4:3, Mark 9:309:30-37

6:30pm St Matthew ’ s Day Eucharist – guest preacher The Rev ’ d John Maybury

followed by a Parish Party
Tuesday 22 September
9:15am

Holy Communion – Ezra 6:7-8,12,14-20, Luke 8:19-21

Sunday 27 September – 26th Sunday of the year BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY
830am

Holy Communion BCP - Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

10am

Parish Eucharist CW Numbers 11:25-29, James 5:1-6, Luke 19:1-10

Tuesday 29 September - Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels - Feast
9:15am

Holy Communion – Daniel 7:9-10,13-14, John 1:47-51
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St. Matthews Readers’ Page

The Office of Reader
The Office of Reader is one of the oldest ministries in the Church, but it in its
present form in the Church of England dates was established in 1866. Since then,
the growth in Reader Ministry has been one of the great success stories in the
Church of England and there are now over 10,000 Readers,
some in every diocese. It is the only lay ministry in the Church of England which is
voluntary, nationally accredited, episcopally licensed and governed by Canon.
Readers exercise what is sometimes called "a teaching and preaching ministry
within a pastoral context". They are authorised by the Church of England to preach
and teach, to conduct or assist in conducting worship, and to assist in the pastoral,
evangelistic and liturgical work of the Church in the parish or area where they are
licensed. Readers are lay men and women, from a wide diversity of occupations
and backgrounds, who recognize a call to serve God and his world through the
Church of England. They are sometimes described as 'lay theologians'; their close
contact with everyday situations helping them to interpret the Gospel, and to
proclaim Christ's teaching both in the Church and in the world. In collaborative
teams with clergy and other church members they work in a variety of situations; in
parishes, schools, prisons, hospitals, hospices, factories and shops, among
seafarers and in the Armed Forces, with children and young people, the elderly,
housebound and bereaved, and with those preparing for baptism, confirmation and
marriage. Roles and scope for Reader ministry vary across the dioceses. In church,
Readers can be distinguished from their ordained colleagues by the distinctive blue
Readers’ scarf.

Vocation and Nomination
The call to become a Reader may be felt by an individual or may come from
outside; from their incumbent, a fellow worshipper, or from someone who does not
even attend church but recognises certain qualities. There is no single profile for a
Reader; they can be men or women, almost any age and come from all walks of life.
All candidates for Reader ministry will need the support of their local parish church,
must be, or become, confirmed and regular communicant members of the Church of
England, and will be asked to provide two additional referees, at least one of whom
has knowledge of them outside the church community. They have to be willing to
train with others and to explore and communicate their faith.
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Let Go! Let God
Prayer—Study Group
Let Go! Let God!
A chance to think and study the area of our spirituality through
reading and discussion based on the book “The Alphabet of Paradise” by
Howard Cooper. Each week we look at a chapter of the book which is cut
into 26 sections, so there are a few pages to read for each week.
Thursday 3rd “Emotions” p42
Thursday 10th “Food” p49
Thursday 17th “God” p56
Thursday 24th “Humour” p63
Copies of the chapters we are studying are available in church, the whole
book can be purchased at £8.95 from Amazon.co.uk ISBN 0-232-52465-3

Morning and Evening Prayer
There are a couple of things I wanted to say about Morning and Evening Prayer. Firstly, that many
of you are leaving prayer requests on the sacrament altar and that is very good to share in your
intercessions and use them throughout the week. If there are specific more personal requests you
would like to leave please pop them in an envelope and I will pray for them at Evening Prayer.
8:30am Morning Prayer Monday – Saturday 8:00am Sunday
5:30pm Evening Prayer Tuesday – Saturday
Each of the Offices follows the Common Worship Order of the Church of England and includes
psalms and scripture readings on the lectionary cycle. Feel free to come along and join in the public
worshipping heartbeat of the parish.
Some people have said that they cannot make the current times and would value the chance to pray
the office online. Here are the links for you.
Morning Prayer http://cofe.anglican.org/worship/dailyprayer/morning/
Evening Prayer http://cofe.anglican.org/worship/dailyprayer/evening/
Night Prayer or Compline is also available on the following link
Night Prayer http://cofe.anglican.org/worship/dailyprayer/night/
Morning Prayer in Bridgemary Community Sports College is on the first Friday of the month at
7:30am followed by breakfast. Feel free to come and join us as we pray as the parish and the
college together. Fr Reuben
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Swine Flu Many of us now know people who have caught Swine Flu. We are still
under direction from the Bishop to share the peace in a non tactile way – using a
smile or a nod or a bow. We are also receiving communion in one kind – bread only
until we are instructed to return to the ordinary Anglican practise of receiving bread
and wine. This has been hard for many of us to get used to, although some people
have said that it has helped them to focus their prayers for the needs of the country
at this time, for our health workers and strategic planners at this potentially difficult
time. One way of sharing the peace which would help us to focus on the needs of
others is the use of sign language as used by many deaf and hard of hearing
people. This would be an opportunity to learn something very simple that reminds
us also of those who cannot participate in worship easily for other reasons. ‘God be
with you’, as the word ‘peace’ is rather more complex to sign. would only be 2 signs
to learn "God be with You". The Sign for "God" is the index finger of the right hand
pointing up to heaven, and the sign for "you" is the same finger pointing at the
person you are talking too easy. Why not give it a go at the next service you attend.

PCC News The Strategy and Vision group will be meeting on to report
to the PCC in the Autumn
Wednesday 16 September
7.30—9pm
This group will be reporting back to the PCC in the Autumn with ideas
for the development of the St Matthews buildings.

Cake Stall and Coffee Morning
Please continue to support these
very sociable events
Cake Stall
Sunday 25th October
Sunday 27th December
Coffee Morning
Saturday 26th September 10-12
Saturday 28th November 10-12

The Newsletter will be available on
the first Sunday of each month, if
you have any stories, poems,
prayers ditties please let Jenny
Randall have your copy either by
e-mail jenniferrandall@sky.com or
hard copy which can be left in my
pigeonhole in the office.
9

ACE AWARD St Matthews Church has decided to enter the ACE
Award. It could mean £1000 if we are lucky. The award goes to any
worship space that commissions an artist to produce a piece of work
that is considered to be an aid to worship in any context. The PCC
decided that we could commission a piece of work by Sheila Sharpe
and that we could ask members of the public to comment on her
ideas at the Fete day and also at Sunday services. This done the
piece of work that will be produced and which will be in part in colour
is No.3, as a print it will look more substantial, be about 5 foot by 2
foot wide, and will go to the left of the altar when finished. The judging
will be in September. So lets hope we will be lucky!!!!!!!!!!
SHEILA SHARPE

ACE (Art and Christianity Enquiry) is the leading UK organisation in the
field of visual art and religion. ACE offers stimulating educational
projects and publications, advice, information and skills.
The biennial ACE Awards were set up in 2003 to draw attention to
standards in religious art and design. At the outset the awards
commended only Christian works but since 2005 the criteria have
included all faiths. Although the parameters for each faith have their own
limits and constraints, the consistent factors of high aesthetic sense as
well as sound theological interpretation are applied to each award and
by each judging panel.
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Things We Want
Messy Church uses ‘stuff’ for making and
crafting. Can we have your used pots yoghurt
and otherwise which are good for putting glue
and paint in?

PCC News The Strategy and Vision group will be meeting on to report
to the PCC in the Autumn
Wednesday 16 September
7.30—9pm
This group will be reporting back to the PCC in the Autumn with ideas
for the development of the St Matthews buildings.
Thinking out Loud What trips and outings would you like from St Matthews
next year? We are starting to get details through of good events to visit.
Here are some details of events at Walsingham which may interest you.

T
H

Advent Retreat 2009 Fri 11 Dec – Sun 13 Dec
£93.90—full board -plus travel
Led by Bishop Lindsay & Margaret Evening
◌◌◌◌◌◌◌◌
Family Pilgrimage Fri 6 Nov – Sun 8 Nov 2009
£98 per adult and £10 for school children
and for next year
Walsingham Bible Week October 25-29 2010
A week of Spiritual Renewal with Bible Study and teaching about Scriptures
at its heart
further details coming soon
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Back to Church Sunday has grown beyond all expectations since the first one, in Greater Manchester in
2004. 160 churches united around one ‘missing you’ message on one single Sunday in September. On
that Sunday, BBC Radio 4
news bulletins carried the story of one day when more than 1000 people came back to church again.
The last Sunday in September was chosen because it tied in well with the idea of a new year, a new
start and chimed with ‘back to school’. It also lent itself to Harvest festivals and the beginning of
Christian enquiry events.
Those first 160 churches were spurred on by the Bishop of Manchester, Nigel McCulloch, who launched
Back to Church Sunday at St Ann’s Church in the city centre. Children from Christ Church CofE Primary
School in Ainsworth, joined the
Bishop and sang ‘when the saints come marching in’ for the TV cameras.
The Church of England in Manchester got behind the idea so enthusiastically, partly because many
churches were already involved in a similar event, Real Christmas. The Real Christmas team produced
invitations and hymn sheets for churchgoers to welcome a friend to a carol service. Because of Real
Christmas, people were asking what other events in the year lent themselves to the same approach.
That’s when Robert Hicks, an entrepreneur, emerged with a new idea: one Sunday when people could
try church again. With church numbers in decline, he wanted to encourage churches to invite people to
come to church on one Sunday
when a specially warm welcome was guaranteed. Robert supported Back to Church Sunday through its
first two years and remains an enthusiastic encourager. Back to Church Sunday is very grateful to
Robert for all he did to get the venture off the ground, and acknowledges his crucial founding role.
Since then, Back to Church Sunday has learned a lot more about what makes church an inviting and
welcoming place to be. And it has gone from strength to strength. Adopted by one neighbouring Church
of England diocese, Wakefield in 2005, it spread to nine in 2006, and 20 in 2007. In 2008, 37,000
people came back to church through the prayerful invitation of a friend in 38 Church of England
dioceses, Churches Together in Scotland; the Church in Wales; UnitedReformed Church; Methodist
Church; the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Elim Pentecostal Churches.

The Back To Church Sunday Prayer
Welcoming God, thank you for today.
Thank you for making us and loving us.
Thank you for inviting us to know you.
Help us to invite our friends to come to church so they can know you too.
Please bless Back to Church Sunday and bless everyone in our church.
Help us all to know you better.

SUNDAY
27th SEPTEMBER

We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen
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HARVEST FESTIVAL SUNDAY
4TH OCTOBER 2009
PARISH EUCHARIST 10.00pm
FOLLOWED BY BAKED POTATO LUNCH
£3.00 per person
Please add your name and those of your guests to the list at
the back of he church
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MESSY
CHURCH
3.15pm every Thursday starting
11 June 2009
exploring Bible stories and themes using crafts, story, song and prayers for
ages 3yrs to 93yrs
a relaxed hour for adults to bring along their youngsters
to enjoy some arts and crafts, with tea, coffee and soft drinks served

at St Matthews Church, Wych Lane

Mums, Dads, children and young
people, uncles, aunties and
friends

We look forward to seeing you:
in partnership with Bridgemary Community Sports College

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
15

EVENTS DIARY
SEPTEMBER
A Festival of Flowers
WONDERS OF THE WORLD
Saturday 19th September 10.00—6.00pm
Sunday 20th September 8.00—late
6.30pm St Matthews Day Festival Eucharist
(followed by parish party)
OCTOBER
Harvest Lunch
Sunday 4th October
£3.00

NOVEMBER
Curry Night
Saturday 21st November 7.30pm
Tickets £5.00
(lucky ticket prize)

COFFEE MORNINGS—10.00-12.00—CHURCH FOYER
26th September, 28th November
BRING & BUY CAKE STALL AFTER 10.00am SERVICE
25th October, 27th December

Parish Dates
All Saints Evensong Sunday 1 November 6:30pm with singers from
across the deanery
All Souls Day Monday 2 November 7:30pm Eucharist with hymns
Deanery Dates
St Marys Rownwer Patronal Festival 7:30pm preacher The Rt Revd
Giles Hill OSB Abbot of Alton
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Sisters of Bethany
7 Nelson Road
Southsea Hampshire
PO5 2AR
02392 833498

QUIET DAYS FOR 2009
10.00am-4.00pm

12th September—Revd Bruce Carpenter
24th October—Sister Joanna Elizabeth
28th November—Revd David Lindsay
12th December—Revd Arthur Dean
Church Notice
When you were born your mother brought you here
When you were married your father brought you here
When you die your friends will bring you here
Why not try coming on your own?
Betty Hall
17

18

19

13th Sunday after Trinity – Isaiah 35: 4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2: 1-17; Mark 7: 24-37
1

2

3

4
5

7

6
8

9
10

11
12

13

14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21
22

23

24

25
26

Across
7 What are you convicted as, if you show favoritism? (J) (3,8)
8 Who are exploiting you? (J)
9 What did Jesus touch after he spat? (M)
10 What is the meaning of 'Ephphatha'? (M) (2,6)
12 What sort of law is found in scriptures? (J)
13 What sort of retribution will your God come
with? (I)
14 Where did Jesus enter not wanting anyone to
know it? (M)
15 What once lay where the papyrus will grow? (I)
17 What has become of those who discriminated
amongst yourselves? (J)
18 What does the Lord do for the fatherless? (P)
20 What those with fearful hearts should do? (I)
(2,6)
21 Those poor in this world are rich in what? (J)
22 Where was Jesus when they bought to him a man
who was deaf? (M)
25 Who will leap like a deer? (I)
26 What of theirs depart before they return to
ground? (P)

Down
1 What colour ring is worn by the one offered a god
seat? (J)
2 What is faith without action? (J)
3 Pinion easychair (Anan.) (M) (6,8)
4 Who does the Lord frustrate? (P)
5 What will your God come with? (I)
6 What nationality was the women whose daughter was
possessed by evil? (M)
9 Where in the vicinity did Jesus go? (M)
10 What is it not right to take from children and toss to
the dogs? (M)
11 Whose cause does the Lord uphold? (P)
13 What did the women want Jesus to drive from her
daughter? (M)
16 Through where did Jesus go on the way to Galilee?
(M)
18 What sort of clothes might the poor man have? (J)
19 Who can you not put trust in? (P)
23 Into what did Jesus put his fingers? (M)
24 What will the burning sand become? (I)

Answers for July/August Crossword
Across: 3 Glory, 5 Battle, 6 Puzzled, 7 Birthday, 9 Holy place, 11 Ahio, 12 Earth, 13 Clean, 16
Hill, 17 Obed edom, 19 Seas, 20 Herod, 21 Elijah, 23 The world, 24 An idol.
Down: 1 Mystery, 2 Baalah, 3 Grace, 4 Galilee, 7 Brothers, 8 Abinadab, 9 Heads, 10 Established,
14 New cart, 15 Ephod, 16 His blood, 18 Michal, 22 John.
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St. Matt’s Cook Book this page is going to be regular feature
in the newsletter, with the view of producing a ‘cookbook’ in
about a year’s time. If you have any favourite seasonal, family
or everyday recipes you would like share with us please let me
have a copy and I will include them on this page. Editor

Apple & Blackberry Crumble
Ingredients
Filling:
3 large Bramley apples
30g/1¼oz butter
150g/5oz caster sugar
pinch of cinnamon
80g/3oz fresh blackberries
Topping:
50g/2oz unsalted butter, diced
110g/4oz plain flour
55g/2oz caster sugar
mint leaves
icing sugar

Method
1.

Preheat oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.
2. To make filling, peel, core and cut apples into six pieces. Cut each
piece into 5mm/¼in thick slices.
3. Heat butter in saucepan. Add apples and gently sauté.
4. Add sugar and cinnamon. Continue stirring until apples are just
cooked.
5. Add blackberries to apples and stir very gently.
6. To make the topping, lightly rub butter into flour and sugar until
crumbly.
7. Spoon apples and blackberries into shallow, oval 23cm/9in ovenproof
dish. Sprinkle crumble mixture over top until fruit is just covered.
8. Place in oven for 10-30 minutes or until light golden brown. Serve. in
oven for 10-30 minutes or until light golden brown. Serve.

ENJOY!!!!
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Townswomen Guild would like to welcome new members, young, middle aged and
retired. They meet every Tuesday evening at the Bridgemary, Rowner and
Woodcot Community Association which is located in the grounds of Bridgemary
Community Sports College in Wych Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport. Throughout the
year they offer a variety of programmes including guest speakers, craft and games
evenings, and plenty of outing to places of interest. The Bridgemary ladies are a
caring loving group who will offer a warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join
them. For further information have a chat with Val Lord or telephone Mrs. Kathy
Weller on 01329 220202.
The Rowner Branch of the Mothers’ Union meet at St. Mary
the Virgin every Thursday 1.30pm and Mondays at 7.30pm.
The Mothers’ Union is a world-wide society and its objectives
are
•
To uphold Christ’s teaching on the nature of marriage
and to promote its wider understanding;
•
To encourage parents of bring up their children in the
faith and life of the church;
•
To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship
and service;
•
To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the
protection of children;
•
To help those who family life has met with adversity.
Please call Mrs Jean Metcalfe for further details on 02392528302

PHILIP REYNOLDS
PAT SEARS
GORDON SEARS
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COMMUNITY &
COLLEGE NEWS
Hi, my name is Lynette Hobbs and I am the Parent Support Advisor (PSA) for the Bridgemary cluster of
schools. What does this mean? Well it means that I am here to support you as parents and carers.
Being parents can be a tough job and from time to time we all need some help, that’s where I come in.
I can offer advice and support on a range of issues and if I don’t have the answer I will try to find
someone who has. You may find me at school during Parents Evenings or Family Days and other similar
events, or you can phone or text me on 07867 521311 (please leave a message) or e-mail
lynette.hobbs@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk.

Saturday 18th July 2009
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The College now have a
dedicated number of “Green
Kids” who have become involved
in our Eco School Action Team.
The ‘Green kids’ are:
Paige Coombes
Saffron Hull
Jamie Smith
Jason Smith
Cameron McKie
Caitlyn Gibson
Lynda Thomas
Portia Chimbunde
Jade Lyons
Jake Williams
Daniel Simpson
Chantelle McDowell

Due to the high demand for local
allotments, Bridgemary Community
Sports College would like to give
families the opportunity to have an
allotment within the College grounds.

All the students have shown a
willingness to take responsibility
for certain recycling duties within
the College
Well done to all of you

Please write to Mrs Lanzon at
Bridgemary Community Sports
College if you are interested in being
part of this project.

We are now well on the way to achieving Eco School Silver Award.
We have now completed a full Environmental Review, which can
be viewed either on the College Website or a copy is available in
the main Reception.
The full Review will now be used to help prepare an Action Plan,
which will detail future plans for saving energy and recycling.

When you have finished reading this
newsletter please recycle it
This page is taken from Bridge the Gap, a College publication sent out to all parents/carers each half term
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itea and biscuits week
2121-25 September 2009

Silver Surfers of all abilities are invited to come along to Bridgemary
Community Sports College to learn about technology during ‘itea and biscuits
week’. Sessions are being held on Wednesday 23rd September in the LRC.
The sessions are for anyone, from those who may have never used a computer
before to those who are already chatting, banking or even “blogging” over the
internet but want to learn how to do more.
itea and biscuits week is part of the national campaign to promote computer
technology for older people. More than 30,000 people have received free
tasters of computers and the internet to date and the charity is urging more
people to make the most of technology.
itea and biscuits week is part of a wider campaign called Connect with IT
organised by Age Concern and Help the Aged. Myfriends online week and
itea and biscuits week are both part of the wider campaign to provide a series
of free events and activities where tasters on mobile phones, digital cameras,
social networking and more, take place each year.
For more details of how to get involved please call Jenny Randall on 01329
310066 or e-mail adulted@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk for further information
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEWS

Doctors

Priest-in-Charge & Chaplin to Bridgemary Community Sports College
Father Reuben Preston
01329 829883 Mobile 07971895897
FrReuben@reubenjamespreston.co.uk

Bridgemary Medical Centre 01329 232446
Rowner Health Centre 02392 505280

Dentist

Reader
Corinne Pattinson 07590257930

Ansley-Watson & Shillaker 01329 232910

Youth Minister
Simon Dando 07748075237

Trafalgar Dental Practice 02392 545000

Church Wardens
Pat Goater 01329 234156 Jeal Curtis 01329 511732

Useful Contacts
Bridgemary South Ward

PCC Secretary
Petica Tedbury 02392 513398

Cllr Micheal Geddes (Con)
14 Rowner Close Gosport PO13 0LY
01329 238848
geddesbooks@vodabb.com

Singing Group
Petica Tedbury 02392 513398
Newsletter
Jenny Randall 01329 284350
jenniferrandall@sky.com
J.randall@bridgemary.hants.sch.uk
Parish Rooms
Pat Goater 01329 234156
Friendship Group
Georgie Hayles 01329 232870

PARISH OFFICE
For enquiries regarding
baptisms, marriages,
banns and parish hall
booking, the parish office
is open every Saturday
9.30—10.30am
01329 822487

Local Information
Pre-School Groups in the Area
Haven Children’s Centre Harris Road—June Smith—01329 232095
Badger Pre-School Holbrook Primary School—01329 286011
Woodcot Community Pre-School—01329 522532
Peel Common Nursery—01329 234878

Schools in the Area

Cllr Dennis Wright (Rowner) (Lab)
1 Brookside, Bridgemary
01329 519234
Dennis.wright@hants.gov.uk
Gosport Borough Council
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Registrar (Births, Marriages & Deaths)
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 580629
Environmental Health & Safety
Town Hall High Street Gosport
02392 584242
Police Station
South Cross Street Gosport
02392 584666
Citizens Advice Bureau
Martin Snape House 96 Pavillion Way
Gosport
02392 520112
Bridgemary Library
Brewers Lane Gosport
01329 232940

Bedenham Primary School Headteacher Tracey Potter 01329 280445
Bridgemary Community Sports College Principal Cheryl Heron 01329 319966

Jobcentre Plus
High Street Gosport
02392 308600

Holbrook Primary School Headteacher Anne Parker 01329 286011
Holbrook Junior School Headteacher
Peel Common Infant School Headteacher Annie Woolland 01329 234878
Peel Common Primary School Headteacher Carole Bishop 01329 281206
Woodcot School Headteacher June Kershaw

Places of Worship
St Matthews Wych Lane (CofE) 01329 822487 www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
St Columbia's Church (Catholic) 02392 580119

Whatever your question about public
services in Hampshire contact the
free helpline

0800 028 0888
E-mail: info.centres@hants.gov.uk

Bridgemary Methodist Church
Jacobs Well Pentecostal Church Leyton Road

WWW.hants.gov.uk/gov
26

St Matthew’s Church
supporting all the people of this parish in prayer
We offer the following services to help in life’s celebrations and difficulties:

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a child
Baptism/Christening - infants, children and adults
Confirmation - young people and adults
Wedding Celebrations
Blessing after a Registry office ceremony
Prayers at a Civil Partnership
House Blessings
Blessing of a new home/family
Prayers at the time of setting up a new household
Prayers before a journey
Anointing the Sick – young & elderly
Anointing and prayers for healing
Prayers with the dying, sitting with the dying
Funerals - Requiems
Services of Commemoration
Renewal of wedding/partnership vows
Reconciliation - Personal Confession
Daily public prayer and support through prayer groups and bible study groups – please see the weekly newssheet or talk to us to find out what is happening currently.
Please contact us if you would like to discuss any of these aspects of prayer and thanksgiving.

www.StMatthewsBridgemary.org.uk
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