MINUTES OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VICARAGE ON WEDNESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER ‘02 AT 8.00 P.M.


PRESENT: Brian Smith, Walter Butcher, Sheila Ball, Len Green, Richard Smith, Barbara Nicolaou, Margaret Wood, Fr. Miller (Chair),Beryl James, Flora Bryant(Sec)

1. Prayers. The Parochial Church Council Meeting of St. Mary the Virgin began with prayers.
1. Apologies for absence: received from Angela Robinson, Dorothy Tilbury and Jone Forrester.
Fr. Miller expressed a special note of thanks to PCC members for their attendance on Sunday in order to pass formal resolutions on 1) noticeboards, 2)new toilet and 3) flat roof. There were 15 PCC members present at meeting.
1. Minutes of the last meeting: Minutes of the last meeting held on 17 July’02 were agreed and signed as a correct record.
1. Matters arising from the minutes: There were no matters arising .
2. S. Mary’s Church
i)Noticeboards: Fr. Miller reported that as a result of Sunday’s meeting, faculty application has been signed and sent off. First line not yet been written on the boards as Anglican to be added. Wording we want: The Anglican Parish Church of S. Mary the Virgin, Church of England. Interim payment of £400 has been made to signwriter £600 to be paid for time and labour.
ii) Update on new lavatory: Faculty application also signed and sent off. Tender has not been received. Quote so far is £5000 for toilet and £2,500 for kitchen, plus cost of architect’s drawing and fees – if we don’t go ahead these would be charged at hourly rates - between £85-£90 per hour. If we do go ahead the fees will be 12.5% of the cost of the project, + VAT. Funds needed overall is around £10,000. Spend a penny appeal to raise money was suggested.
Portoloo: Proposal was put forward and seconded that Portoloo would not be in place whilst working on toilet is being undertaken. Unanimously accepted by PCC on 04/09/02.
iii) Update on lighting project: No update. Went to DAC - certificate not yet received.
iv)Roof and Gutter work Faculty application has also been signed and sent. Due to go out to tender. Fr. Miller added that quote of £7,500.given by Wedge Roofing for work to flat roof, but further work needed to investigate whether other contractors can do for less. There is a possibility that when the timbers are exposed more work may be needed to repair them.
v)Update on cleaning and restoration of church interior. Fr. Miller reported that that there had been no information from Howell & Bellion, firm who agreed to give quote. Report awaited.
1. Kemble Hall Project:
i) Report on progress of building works
Fr. Miller reported that he had been advised that delay on project had been extended to six weeks. He added that Biscoes are due to visit to check on quality of work. Fr. Miller went on to say that if anyone is interested in visiting site to look at progress of work, that arrangements have been made with the building site manager for Thursday 12th September at 4.30 p.m. meet up at 4.15p.m.
i. Plans and decisions on fittings:
Fr. Miller reported that the last Management Committee Meeting proposed that samples of marmolium flooring be looked into, which is durable and warm. He added
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that meeting also proposed that Yellow Pages offer for ad is used to advertise hall.Ad comprised logo,text, artwork and internet. Costs £353.50 for one year which would commence in January 2003. PCC agreed to Yellow Pages ad offer being taken up. 
iii)Opening Ceremony: Fr. Miller reported that correspondence had been received from Princess Royal – do not undertake weekend visit/events. It was suggested that opening should not be tied to any particular date, provided the Princess Royal can undertake.
Fr. Miller went on to explain that SRB are now asking for an auditor’s letter to certify how the grant money has been spent. It will be necessary to get back from Urban Futures the receipted invoices they had required before releasing any money in the first place. Fr. Miller added that he had approached Malcolm Tegg who said he could undertake but this would involve cost of fees and expenses. PCC agreed to Malcolm Tegg being used to carry out this work.
Fr. Miller stated that the SRB and Northumberland Park Joining-up event takes place on Saturday 7th September 12.00 – 7.00., at Hartington Park. Leaflets, Displays and information being done. Volunteers needed for St. Mary’s stall.
1. Matters relating to other parish buildings
i)Mission Hall lease: Fr. Miller explained that problems are being experienced with regard to clause in lease signed two years ago regarding upward rent increase.It was agreed that as there have been no response to letters sent, that Third Party Arbitration be instigated.
ii)Mission House window repair: It was pointed out that windows are falling apart – re-pointing, new sashes needed - estimated at £6,000. It was agreed that tenders be obtained. It was noted that the cost is equivalent to losing one year's rent. Fr. Miller agreed to do financial breakdown and present at next PCC meeting.
1. Jubilee Chalice
Fr. Miller reported that chalice is being made, that contribution towards funding is needed. Suggestion made of sponsored hymns. Other thoughts/ideas requested.
1. Harvest Festival and other Autumn dates including peace March
a. Sunday School: It was pointed out that Sunday School commences on 15th Sept.
It is to be noted that Sunday School will operate on Sundays during Parish Mass between now and Christmas.
a. Harvest Festival: Fr. Miller explained that charity/groups have expressed/asked for financial appeal as opposed to traditional method of providing food; indicating that their needs have changed. Fr. Miller will explain to congregation charities preferences for financial donations e.g. could give what would have been spent on food. It was agreed that St.Mary’s would support two charities 1) St. Mary’s Willesden: Homeless Crisis Charity and 2) Farm Africa: organised/run by English Charity. Giving Envelopes to be provided for this . It was proposed that donations could also be raised from Bread, Cheese and wine hunger lunch.
Diary Dates: 
Peace March - 11 September
All Saint /Souls - 2nd November 
Confirmation (by Bishop) - 15th December (followed by lunch in Vicarage)
1. Correspondence and Vicar’s Notice
i. London Challenge: Tim Atkins, Vicar of a parish in Finchley, visited Boys Brigade Camp weekend as part of London Challenge. He will visit again in November.
ii. Pastoral Asst. Fr. Miller reported that David McCready had obtained a post 
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in the Republic of Ireland. Last day at St. Mary’s is Sunday 8th September ’02.Fr. Miller to do announcement to congregation on Sunday.
iii) Quota and Deanery Synod: Fr. Miller explained that meeting of Incumbents and PCC Treasurers is arranged for 9th October ’02 at 8.00 p.m. at Christchurch West Green. Angela/Walter to be notified.
1. Any other business:
Fr. Miller explained that he had been approached by Iris, Treasurer regarding purchasing an accounts programme for computer. Cost involved in region of £75-£80. This was agreed by PCC.
12. Closing prayers: The PCC meeting ended with closing prayers.
13. Dates of Next Parochial Church Council Meeting: Thursday 3 October ’02 at 8.00 p.m. November’s PCC meting will be held on Wednesday 6th November at 8.00 p.m.

