4th Sunday of Easter

Sunday 7 May 2017

when you have finished with this sheet pass it on to someone unable to get to church today

COLLECT
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father's sheep:
teach us to hear your voice and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
FIRST READING Acts 2.42–47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Many were baptized and were added to the community.
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe
came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were
being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together
and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
This is the word of the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD

PSALM Psalm 23
R: I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. He makes me
lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
R He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me. R You spread a table before me in the
presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed my head with
oil and my cup shall be full. Surely goodness and loving mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever. R

SECOND READING

1 Peter 2.19–25

A reading from the first letter of Peter.
Brothers and sisters: 19 It is a credit to you if, being aware of
God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that?
But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have
God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that

you should follow in his steps. 22 ‘He committed no sin, and
no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 23 When he was abused,
he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed.
25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
This is the word of the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD

GOSPEL John 10.1–10
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
GLORY TO YOU O LORD
Jesus said to the Pharisees:
1 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they
know his voice. 5 They will not
follow a stranger, but they will
run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.
7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the
gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture.
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’
This is the gospel of the Lord. PRAISE TO YOU O CHRIST

POST COMMUNION
Merciful Father,
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd,
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:
keep us always under his protection,
and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
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This is the 4th Sunday of Eastertide—Welcome to Church!
Worship in the Benefice today-

Christian Meditation Group meets on Mondays

0930 Sharnbrook Parish Communion
1100 Felmersham Parish Communion
1500 Souldrop Service of the Word—Gary Johnson—Reader
1800 Sharnbrook Benefice Evensong—Rector
—Lesser Festival- Julian of Norwich, c.1417
1030 Sharbnbrook House Holy Communion
1145 Messy Church
1400 St Peters Guild
1900 Friends of St Peters Meeting
—
0930 Holy Communion (CW) at Felmersham
1930 Souldrop APCM & AGM in All Saints
—feria
0930 Holy Communion CW 2nd Wed at Sharnbrook
1400 Deanery Chapter meets at Keysoe Church
1430-1630 Felmersham Teas in Church
1930 Sharnbrook Benefice Pastoral Planning meeting in SPR
—feria
1430 Mothers Union Meeting in SPR

—Commemoration– Dom Gregory Dix 1952
—feria

1230 Sharnbrook Internment of Ashes of Late Janet Humphreys

Next Sunday—
1030 Sharnbrook Churches Together Christian Aid Service—Rev
Gill Balham
1300 Sharnbrook Holy Baptism
1800 Sharnbrook Benefice Sung Communion

at 8pm in St Peter’s Room—all welcome!

Intercessions
The sick and in need: Marjorie, Ron, Connie, Paul, Pat,
Rex, Betty, Martin, Connie, Henry, Osvaldo
The Departed: Michael Caiger, Margie Watt, Rosalind
Pelle
Send the names of people who have asked to be remembered in our parish intercessions to the Rector

Pray for the future of Sharnbrook parish with few people offering to
stand as Church Wardens
Pray for the St Peters appeal for support to the whole parish—may we
receive the financial help necessary through generous donations
Pray for the AGM at Souldrop

LAUNDE Abbey retreat programmes available—let’s go
to the ADVENT Retreat Tues 21 Nov—Fri 24 Nov 2017
£245 plus travel—Pick up a leaflet in Church for details.
Book your own place and add your name to the lists in
church and then as we have final numbers we can organize our transport in cars or minibus.
Please Add you name to the list in church so we know
who has decided to sign up.

ONE JESUS—a day with St Luke’s Gospel
Saturday 20 May 0930 to 1700 in St Peter’s
Teaching, prayer, bible reading, silence, encounter with
God £15 incl breakfast lunch and tea pick up a leaflet in
church
Church Contacts

The Rector: Reuben Preston, The Rectory, 81 High Street,
Sharnbrook MK44 1PE 01234 782000 07971 895897
rectorofsharnbrook@rjpmedia.co.uk
Lay Leaders of Worship: Rosemary Drewery 07792926004, Jane
Templeman, Andrea Maffie 07881 046255
Churchwardens:St Peter’s Church: vacant
St Mary’s Church: Jane Wells 01234 782462 &
Sue Whitehouse 01234 781300
All Saints Church: Nick Wells 07841 759497

Safeguarding Co-Ord: Rosemary Drewery 01234 783598

24/7 Prayer for THY KINGDOM COME 2017
4:30pm Friday 25 May to 4:30pm Sat 26 May pick up a leaflet today

Items for inclusion should be sent to
sharnbrookbenefice@gmail.com by 0900 on Wednesdays.

To make arrangements for Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms/

Spnsorship: unsponsored no-one has anything to pray for!
If you would like to sponsor this sheet please send you £5 donation to The Rectory along with details of the sponsorship (even if anonymous)

