5th Sunday of Easter

Sunday 14 May 2017

when you have finished with this sheet pass it on to someone unable to get to church today

COLLECT
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

8 ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them
fall.’ They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

FIRST READING Acts 7.55–60

This is the word of the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Standing before the high priest and the council,
55 Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’
he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!’ 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him
out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.’ When he had said this, he died.

This is the word of the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD

GOSPEL John 14:1-14
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
GLORY TO YOU O LORD
Jesus said to the Pharisees: Jesus said to his disciples:
1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.’
5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.

PSALM Psalm 31:1-5

How can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
R: Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have rethrough me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
deemed me, O Lord God of truth.
now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said to him,
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to
deliver me in your righteousness. Incline your ear to me; make haste him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
to deliver me. Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, for you are
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
my rock and my stronghold; guide me, and lead me for your name’s
say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the
sake R Take me out of the net that they have laid secretly for me, for Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
you are my strength. Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. R
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
SECOND READING 1 Peter 2.2-10
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, beA reading from the first letter of Peter.
cause I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my
you may grow into salvation – 3 if indeed you have tasted that the
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mor- This is the gospel of the Lord. PRAISE TO YOU O CHRIST
tals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. 5 Like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to POST COMMUNION
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6
Eternal God,
For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerwhose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
stone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be
to rejoice in his truth,
put to shame.’ 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for
and to share his risen life;
those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
AMEN
become the very head of the corner,’ and
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This is the 5th Sunday of Eastertide—Christian Aid Sunday
Christian Meditation Group

Worship in the Benefice today1030 Sharnbrook Churches Together Christian Aid Service
1300 Sharnbrook Holy Baptism
1800 Sharnbrook Benefice Sung Communion
—Red Letter Day– St Matthias the Apostle
1145 Messy Church
1400 St Peters Guild
1930 House Communion for the Feast at the Rectory followed by drinks and nibbles
—Lesser Festival-Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877
0930 Holy Communion (CW) at Felmersham
1500 SCT meeting in SPR
1930 MAP visit to Parish Council AGM
—feria
0930 Holy Communion BCP 3rd Wed at Sharnbrook
1015 Funeral Service of Late Margie Watt
1530 Felmersham Messy Church
1930 Sharnbrook PCC meeting SPR

meets on Mondays at 8pm in St Peter’s Room—all welcome!

Intercessions
The sick and in need: Marjorie, Ron, Connie, Paul, Pat,
Rex, Betty, Martin, Connie, Henry, Osvaldo, Claire
The Departed: Michael Caiger, Margie Watt
Send the names of people who have asked to be remembered in our parish intercessions to the Rector

Pray for the future of Sharnbrook church with no churchwardens
Pray for the ONE JESUS study & prayer day on Saturday
Pray for those being baptised today: Tate Parsell-Benham, Joseph n
Benham, Holly Bowerman & Daniel Townsend
Pray for the preparations for the general election.

ONE JESUS—a day with St Luke’s Gospel
Saturday 20 May 0930 to 1700 in St Peter’s
Teaching, prayer, bible reading, silence, encounter with
God £15 incl breakfast lunch and tea pick up a leaflet in
church

—feria
1600 Cremation at Bedford of late Michael Caiger

—Lesser Festival– Dunstan, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988
—Lesser Festival-Alcuin of York, Deacon, 804

0930-1700 ONE JESUS Day St Luke’s Gospel
St Peters Coffee Morning postponed

Next Sunday—
0930 Sharnbrook Parish Communion
1100 Felmersham Parish Communion
1300 Sharnbrook Holy Baptism
1600 Rogation walk starting at St Peters to Souldrop
1800 Souldrop Benefice Choral Evensong– LLW Rosemary

LAUNDE Abbey retreat programmes available—let’s go to

Church Contacts

The Rector: Reuben Preston, The Rectory, 81 High Street,
Sharnbrook MK44 1PE 01234 782000 07971 895897
rectorofsharnbrook@rjpmedia.co.uk
Lay Leaders of Worship: Rosemary Drewery 07792926004, Jane
Templeman, Andrea Maffie 07881 046255
Churchwardens:-

the ADVENT Retreat Tues 21 Nov—Fri 24 Nov 2017
£245 plus travel—Pick up a leaflet in Church for details.

St Peter’s Church: vacant
St Mary’s Church: Jane Wells 01234 782462 &

Book your own place and add your name to the lists in church

Sue Whitehouse 01234 781300
All Saints Church: Nick Wells 07841 759497

Safeguarding Co-Ord: Rosemary Drewery 07792 926004

24/7 Prayer for THY KINGDOM COME 2017
4:30pm Friday 25 May to 4:30pm Sat 26 May pick up a leaflet today

Items for inclusion should be sent to
sharnbrookbenefice@gmail.com by 0900 on Wednesdays.

To make arrangements for Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms/Christenings, Confessions, House Blessings etc. please contact the Rector

Spnsorship: in prayer for lonely people in our villages
If you would like to sponsor this sheet please send you £5 donation to The Rectory along with details of the sponsorship (even if anonymous)

